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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT

July 26, 1974

I am returning, herewith, without my approval.
House Bill No. 5711 entitled “AN ACT RELATIVE TO THE
REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN VEHICLES."

G.L. c.90 5.5 permits an owner-repairman to apply
for a distinguishing number or mark instead of regis-
tering each motor vehicle. If the application is ap-
proved by the Registrar, the vehicles which are owned
by the individual and being repaired, altered, equipped
or transferred and "which are not being used ... in
the operation of the principal business of saia owner-
repairman shall be regarded as registered under the
general distinguishing number or mark".

If this legislation is approved, this exemption
would be expanded to include rubber-tired back-hoes,
front-end loaders and road graders being used "on the
travelled parts of public ways for the building, repair
or maintenance thereof".
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Thus, this legislation would grant special treat-
ment to the owners of rubber-tired back-hoes, front-end
loanders, and road graders to the extent that it would
permit their use, on public ways, in the principal
business, under the distinguishing number or mark. Those
who are owner-repairmen of trucks being used in the
person’s principal business and on public ways would not
be so treated. In addition, the Registrar of Motor Ve-
hicles has advised me that, because owner-repair plates
are transferrabie from one vehicle to another, this leg-
islation could lead to circumvention of our statutes on
registration, title, sales tax, and excise tax.
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In the absence of a compelling justification for
this legislation, and because of the inequities and
financial loss which would result from its becoming
law, I cannot in good conscience approve this measure
and I return the bill without my approval.

Respectfully submitted.
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