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TCmHE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

X am returning, herewith, without my approval. House Bill No.
6078 entitled "AN ACT INCREASING THE AMOUNT OF MONEY WHICH THE
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ESSEX COUNTY MAY BORROW FOR CONSTRUCTING
AND B2UIPPING A COURT HOUSE IN THE CITY OF PEABODY FOR THE DIS-
TRICT COURT OF PEABODY."

Earlier this month I returned this legislation to you with a
recommendation that it be amended to increase the amount to be
authorized by an additional $200,000. You rejected that amendment
and have returned to me a bill authorizing a total expenditure of
$3,500,000 a $1,500,000 increase.

Last year the Commissioners were authorized to spend an amount
not to exceed $2,000,000 for this project. Now, a year later, they
assert, through this legislation, that the cost of the project has
nearly doubledl If the project were well underway, such an astro-
nomical increase in cost in one year would be cause for a thorough
review of all its aspects. The taxpayers would deserve a detailed
explanation.

This, however, is not the case before us. We are being asked,
on behalf of the Essex County taxpayers, to approve this ballooned
authorization, not for a project nearing completion, but of one
for which there is no definite location, there are no final defini-
tive plans, and there has not been any substantial indication this will
bo tho last significant increase to be requested. I will not join
in imposing the burden this represents on the Essex County citizens,
because wo do not know what they will get for $3,500,000 or where it
will be locatedl

Expenditure authorizations for three other Essex County con-
struction/renovation projects now total over $7,500,000. In addition,
ttACounty debt, as of December 31, 1972 was $3,654,000. To inflate

.»■Je figures by another $3,500,000, instead of $2,000,000, without
compelling need and substantial justification would be extravagant.
This legislation is, at best, premature and I cannot in good conscience
approve the measure. I return the bill without ray approval.
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