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By Mr. Boverini, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 180) of
Walter J. Boverini for legislation to authorize cities, towns and regional
school districts to form educational collaboratives and defining the powers
and duties of said collaboratives. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-seven.

An Act authorizing cities, towns and regional school dis-
tricts TO FORM EDUCATIONAL COLLABORATIVES AND DEFINING THE
DUTIES OF SAID COLLABORATIVES.

Whereas, the deferred operations of this act would tend to de-
feat its purpose, which is to define the powers and duties of Educa-
tional Collaboratives, which provide necessary educational oppor-
tunities required under the Laws of the Commonwealth therefore,
it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The following words as used in this act shall,
2 unless the context otherwise requires, have the following mean-
3 ings.
4 “Board”, the Educational Collaborative Board appointed pur-
-5 suant to this act by individual school committees which are
6 party to an Educational Collaborative Agreement.
7 “Department”, The Department of Education.
8 “Employee”, Any person who receives compensation for
9 services provided to an educational collaborative whether such

10 person be employed or appointed; provided, the duties of such
11 person require no less than twenty hours regularly in the serv-

-12 ice of The Educational Collaborative during the regular work
13 week of permanent or temporary employment, but shall not
14 include independent contractors.
15 “Teacher”, Any person who is employed by an “Educational
16 Collaborative” and certified by the Department of Education
17 for the discipline for which he or she is employed; or any
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18 specialist providing he or she has a minimum of a degree from
19 an accredited college or university in the discipline for which
20 they are employed; or as a principal, supervisor, executive di-
-21 rector, coordinator or superintendent of the Educational Col-
-22 laborative or any facility or school operated by the said Ed-
-23 ucational Collaborative.
24 “School Committee”, the School Committee of a city, town or
25 regional school district.

1 Section 2. Formation. Any school committee acting for
2 and in behalf of its city, town or regional school district may
3 enter into an agreement with one or more other such commit-
-4 tees to conduct jointly, educational programs and services
5 which permit such committees to supplement or strengthen
6 school programs and sendees; provided that such agreement
7 has been authorized by a majority vote of each such commit-
-8 tee and approved by the commissioner of education.
9 The agreement shall state the purposes of the Collaborative

10 and describe the method of payments to be contributed and
11 the terms and conditions under which it shall operate.
12 All agreements entered into pursuant to this section shall
13 operate to form an independent public entity known as an
14 Educational Collaborative.

1 Section 3. Status, Powers and Duties —An “Educa-
-2 tional Collaborative” established under the provisions of the
3 preceding section shall be an independent public entity man-
-4 aged and operated by an Educational Collaborative Board
5 consisting of one or more representatives appointed by each
6 school committee which is a party to the Collaborative Agree-
-7 ment. Said representative shall consist of a member of the
8 school committee or (the superintendent or his or her des-
-9 ignee.) The Department of Education may be represented on

10 each such board by the coordinator of the regional center in
11 which the majority of such member school committees are
12 located or his or her designee. Said coordinator, or his or her
13 designee, shall not be entitled to vote on any matter before
14 the Board, but shall act only in an advisory capacity.
15 An “Educational Collaborative” shall have such powers and
16 duties conferred by law on school committees and specifically
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17 delegated to the said Educational Collaborative by the terms
18 of the Educational Collaborative agreement, and with the fol-
-19 lowing specific powers and duties:
20 a. To adopt an appropriate name.
21 b. Select and employ an executiveb. Select and employ an executive officer.
22 c. To sue and be sued, but only to the same extent and upon
23 the same conditions that a town may be sued.
24 d. To receive and disburse funds for any collaborative pur-
25 pose.
26 e. To receive funds from district member cities, towns, or
27 regional schools for operation or any other purpose provided
28 for in the collaborative agreement.
29 g. To receive funds from non-member cities, towns or re-
30 gional school districts in return for services provided.
31 h. To make contracts for the exercise of its corporate pow-
32 ers including purchase of material, supplies or equipment leas-
33 ing or leasing with the option to purchase equipment for edu-
34 cational purposes for a period not exceeding five years; for
35 the furnishing of school buildings; for lease of land and build-
36 ings for educational purposes for periods not to exceed five
37 years and for the necessary expenses to remodel, repair, equip
38 or organize said buildings for school purposes; for the purpose
39 of coordinating or conducting educational programs; for the
40 purpose of paying premiums for group life insurance, property,
41 accident, hospitalization, medical and surgical insurance for
42 employees and their dependents as provided in this act.
43 i. To engage legal counsel.
44 j. To pay the necessary expenses of employees incurred out-
45 side the Commonwealth in securing information for the bene-
46 fit of the collaborative.
47 k. To incur temporary debt in anticipation of revenue to be
48 received from member towns, non-member towns, gifts or
49 grants.
50 1. To submit an annual report to each of the member school
51 committees.
52 m. To employ teachers and necessary support employees.
53 n. To purchase insurance to indemnify members of the
54 Board and employees of the collaborative for expenses or dam-
-55 ages incurred by him or her in the defense or settlement of
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56 a claim against him or her which claim arose while such mem-
-57 her or employee was acting within the scope of his or her
58 official duties provided that the defense or settlement of such
59 claim shall have been made by the collaborative legal counsel,
60 or by an attorney furnished by the insurer obligated under
61 the terms of a policy of insurance to defend the collaborative
62 and its members and employees against such claim.
63 o. To adopt by-laws for the regulation of the affairs and the
64 conduct of its business, and to prescribe rules, regulations and
65 policies in connection with the performance of its functions and
66 duties.
67 p. To adopt a fiscal year and to alter the same at its pleas-
-68 ure.
69 q. To maintain an office and facilities at such place or places
70 as it may determine.
71 r. To do all things necessary, convenient, or desirable to
72 carry out the purposes of this act or the powers expressly
73 granted or necessarily implied in this act.

1 Section 4. Officers The Educational Collaborative
2 Board shall annually organize and choose a chairman, vice
3 chairman and secretary. The vice chairman shall in the
4 absence of the chairman, exercise the powers and perform the
5 duties of said chairman. The secretary shall record the minutes
6 of all meetings of the board and shall keep a permanent rec-
-7 ord in which all of the board’s votes, orders and proceedings
8 shall be recorded and which shall contain collaborative agree-
-9 ment and all amendments thereto.

10 Each Educational Collaborative Board shall appoint a treas-
-11 urer. Said treasurer may be compensated, by vote of said
12 board, such sum as is determined by the board for the reason-
-13 able services of said treasurer.

1 Section 5. Educational Collaborative Fund. Each Edu-
-2 national Collaborative Board shall establish and manage a
3 fund to be known as an Educational Collaborative Fund, and
4 each such fund shall be designated by an appropriate name.
5 All monies contributed by the member municipalities, and all
6 gifts, grants, tuition or other funds from the Federal govem-
-7 ment, state government, charitable foundations, private cor-
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8 porations, or any other source, shall be paid to the Educa-
-9 tional Collaborative Board and deposited in the aforesaid fund.

10 The treasurer shall receive and disburse all monies of the fund
11 of the Educational Collaborative Board he serves without fur-
-12 ther appropriation.

1 Section 6. Retirement Teachers employed by Educa-
-2 tional Collaboratives shall be eligible for membership in the
3 Massachusetts Teachers Retirement System.
4 Non-teaching employees shall be eligible for membership in
5 the County Retirement System where the majority of member
6 school committees are located. All such cities and towns shall
7 be deemed to be located within the same county for purposes
8 of administration of the pension and all assessments all as
9 provided in Chapter 32 of the General Laws.

1 Section 7. Prepayment of Tuition Each school com-
-2 mittee member of an Educational Collaborative and each
3 school committee utilizing the services of an Educational Col-
-4 laborative may prepay tuition to the treasurer of the Educa-
-5 tional Collaborative Board and said funds are to be deposited
6 in the Collaborative Fund.

1 Section 8. Insurance Employees and their dependents
2 shall be eligible for group life, group accidental death and dis-
-3 memberment insurance, income disability and group general
4 or blanket hospital, surgical and medical insurance upon the
5 terms and conditions set forth in MGL Chapter 32 B.
6 All costs for providing the aforesaid coverage shall be paid
7 out of the Collaborative Fund and such costs shall be ap-
-8 portioned to each school committee in the same manner and
9 proportion as all other costs assessed against the member com-

-10 mittee as provided in the Educational Collaborative agreement.
11 Educational Collaboratives shall contribute 50% of the
12 premium for the insurance of the employee and his dependents
13 and shall deduct the remaining 50% of the premium from the
14 employees salary.
15 The Collaborative Board may by a majority vote as a part of
16 the total monthly costs increase the collaboratives total share
17 of insurance premium costs for all employees up to a maximum
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1 Section 9. Department of Education Grants Upon the

recommendation of the Department of Education, the state
treasurer shall annually disburse to certain Educational Col-
laborative Boards a monetary grant; pursuant to regulations
adopted by the Board of Education. Said grant shall not re-
quire further appropriation and shall not exceed a total sum
of ten thousand dollars per individual city, town and regional
school district which becomes a member to each such Educa-
tional Collaborative organized pursuant to this act.

2
3
4
5

6
7
8
9

Section 10. Termination. Educational Collaborative
agreements may be terminated at the end of any fiscal year
by a majority vote of the Board no less than six months prior
to the end of the fiscal year. The collaborative agreement shall
provide in the event of dissolution for the disposition of all un-
encumbered funds and all equipment and supplies held pur-
suant to the agreement.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8 Any member may withdraw from the collaborative at the

end of any fiscal year by written notice of termination from
said member school committee to each other member school
committee at least six months prior to the end of such fiscal
year.

9
10
11
12

Section 11. Severability of Sections. If any provision
of this act or any section thereof, or the application of such
provision to any person or circumstances, shall be held invalid
for any reason, the remaining provisions and the remainder of
said sections and the application of such provisions to persons
or circumstances other than those as to which it is held invalid,
shall not be affected thereby.

1
2

4
5

7

Section 12. This Act, being necessary for the welfare of the
Commonwealth and its inhabitants, shall be liberally construed
to effect the purposes thereof.

1
2
3

Section 13. The provisions of MGL Chapter 40, Section 4E
are hereby repealed.

1
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