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By Mr. Fitzpatrick, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 4891 of

John H. Fitzpatrick, Joan R. Flood, Thomas R. Lussier and Sidney Q.
Curtiss for legislation to require the Department of Public Welfare to
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plaints and to prepare written reports thereon within specific time limits.
Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-seven.

An Act requiring the department of public welfare to con-
duct INVESTIGATION AND EVALUATION OF CHILD ABUSE AND

NEGLECT COMPLAINTS AND TO PREPARE WRITTEN REPORTS THEREON

WITHIN TIME LIMITS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 518 of chapter 119 of the General Laws, as appear-
-2 ing in section 5 of chapter 1076 of the acts of 1973, is hereby
3 amended by striking out clauses (1) to 3, inclusive, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following three clauses:
5 (1) investigate and evaluate the information reported
6 under section fifty-one A. Said investigation and evaluation
7 shall be made within twenty-four hours if there is reasonable
8 cause to believe the child’s health or safety is in immediate
9 danger from further abuse or neglect, and within seven days

10 if there is no such reasonable cause. The investigation shall
11 include a home visit at which time the child shall be viewed,
12 when appropriate, a determination of the nature, extent and
13 cause or causes of the injuries, the identity of the person or
14 persons responsible therefor, the name, age and condition of
15 other children in the same household, an evaluation of the
16 parents and home environment, and all other pertinent facts
17 or matters. Such determinations and evaluations shall be in
18 writing;
19 (2) evaluate the household of the child named in the report
20 and make a written determination of the risk of physical or
21 emotional injury to any other children in the same household:
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22 (3) take a child into immediate temporary custody if the
23 department has reasonable cause to believe that the removal
24 of the child is necessary to protect him from further abuse or
25 neglect; provided, however, the department shall make a
26 written report stating the reasons for such removal; and pro-
27 vided further, that if any child is so taken into custody, the
28 department must file a petition pursuant to section twenty-
-29 four on the next court day;.


