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By Mr. Kelly, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 630) of the
Massachusetts Judicial Conference, by Edward F. Hennessey, chairman,
and James A. Kelly, Jr., for legislation to increase the fees of the clerk
of courts. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-seven.

An Act increasing the fees of the clerk of courts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 262 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 4, as most recently amended
3 by section 163 of chapter 377 of the Acts of 1975 and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section:
5 Section fy. Clerk of Courts.
6 The fees of clerks of courts shall be as follows
7 For any blank writ, summons, or subpoena, twenty-five
8 cents.
9 Foi entry of a civil action or petition in the superior court10 or of a petition to the county commissioners, twenty-five dol-

-11 Jars, and for entry of a civil action or petition before a single12 justice of the supreme judicial court, forty dollars, and for13 entry in the superior court of a libel for divorce or for af--14 firming or annulling marriage, forty dollars, each of which15 fees shall be paid by the party entering the same, and no16 other fee shall be charged for taxing costs, for issuing any17 subpoena or execution or for issuing any order of notice or18 other mesne, interlocutory or final order, rule, judgment or19 process authorized by law, except an injunction or restrain--0 mg order in cases not involving domestic relations, and for the-1 issuance of such injunction or restraining order in the su--22 preme judicial, superior, land or probate courts, ten dollars.3 For the entr-V. record, and transmission of papers of each
question or cause in the supreme judicial court for the com-

-a monwealth or the appeals court, fifty dollars.-6 For taking and recording a recognizance under chapter two
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27 hundred and fifty-six, three dollars.
28 For a notarial certificate, one dollar.
29 For a certificate of judgment or any other clerk’s certificate,
30 three dollars.
31 For all copies, twenty-five cents for each page
32 For certification or attestation of any copy, one dollar in
33 addition to the charge for the copy.
34 For all exemplifications, five dollars in addition to the
35 charge for the copy.
36 In civil actions which are entered by the commonwealth
37 or by a county no entry fee shall be paid; but, if the com-
-38 monwealth or the county prevails, the entry fee shall be taxed
39 against the other party.
40 In civil actions in which Boston is a party no fee or ex-
-41 pense shall be paid to any clerk of a court of Suffolk County
42 by or on behalf of the city; but, if the city prevails, the fees
43 allowed by law shall be taxed.

1 Section 2. Section 104 of chapter 231 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 104 of chapter 377 of
3 the acts of 1975, is hereby amended by striking out, in the
4 first sentence, the words “five dollars” and inserting in place
5 thereof the words: twenty-five dollars.

1 Section 3. Chapter 261 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 23, as amended by section
3 346 of chapter 1114 of the acts of 1973, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following section:
5 Section 23. Items of Costs in the Supreme Judicial Court,
6 Appeals Court, and Superior Court.
7 There shall be allowed, in a civil action in the supreme ju-
-8 dicial court, the appeals court, or in the superior court, in addi-
-9 tion to other disbursements allowed by law, the following costs.

10 For the entry fee, if in the superior court, twenty-five
11 dollars; if before a single justice of the supreme judicial court,
12 forty dollars: if in the supreme judicial court for the com-
-13 monwealth or in the appeals court, fifty dollars.
14 For an attorney’s fee, if an issue in law or fact is joined,
15 twenty dollars; if not, ten dollars.
16 For travel, such sum as the court may allow.


