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By Mr. Timilty, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1344) of
Joseph F. Timilty for legislation to provide time limitations for payment
of rents by tenants of certain premises. Urban Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-seven.

An Act providing time limitations for payment of rents by

TENANTS OF CERTAIN PREMISES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and hy the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 11 of chapter 186 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 320 of the Acts of 1974,
3 is hereby further amended by striking out the words “at least
4 four days before the return day of the writ,” and inserting in
5 place the words: on or before the day the answer is due.

1 Section 2. Section 12 of chapter 186, as most recently so
2 amended, is hereby further amended by striking out the
3 proviso of the second sentence thereof, and inserting in its
4 place the following; provided that the tenancy of a tenant
5 who has not received a similar notice from the landlord within
6 the twelve months next preceding the receipt of such notice
7 shall not be determined if the tenant, within ten days after
8 the receipt thereof, pays or tenders to the landlord, the land-
-9 lord’s attorney, or the person to whom the tenant customarily

10 pays rent, the full amount of any rent due. Every notice to
11 determine an estate at will for nonpayment of rent shall con-
-12 tain the following notification to the tenant: “If you have
13 not received a notice to quit for nonpayment of rent within
14 the last twelve months, you have a right to prevent termina-
ls tion of your tenancy by paying or tendering to your landlord,
16 your landlord’s attorney or the person to whom you custom-
-17 arily pay your rent the full amount of rent due within ten
18 (10) days after receipt of this notice.”
19 If any notice to determine an estate at will for nonpayment
20 of rent shall fail to contain such notification, the time within
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21 which the tenant receiving the notice would be entitled to pay
22 or tender rent pursuant to this section shall be extended to
23 the day the answer is due in any action by the landlord to
24 recover possession of the premises. Failure to include such
25 notice shall not otherwise affect the validity of the said notice.


