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MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

RETURNING, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF ARTI-

CLE LVI OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CON-

STITUTION, WITH RECOMMENDATION OF

AMENDMENT, THE ENGROSSED BILL AU-

THORIZING THE CLERK OF THE BOSTON

MUNICIPAL COURT FOR CRIMINAL

BUSINESS TO DESIGNATE ONE OF

HIS ASSISTANT CLERKS AS AS-

SISTANT CLERK IN CHARGE OF

TWELVE MAN JURY ’SESSIONS

(see Senate, No. 162)
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE HOUSE BOSTON 02133

June 22, 1977

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 162, entitled, “An Act Authorizing the Clerk of the Boston
Municipal Court for Criminal Business to Designate One of His
Assistant Clerks as Assistant Clerk in Charge of Twelve Man Jury
Sessions.”

S. 162 would increase the pay of one assistant clerk of the Bos-
ton Municipal Court by twelve and one-half percent of the pay of
the clerk and would designate that assistant clerk as first assistant
clerk in charge of twelve-man jury sessions. While this designa-
tion, and the associated pay increase, may well be justified, I am
reluctant to approve this and other judicial personnel changes on
a piecemeal basis when you have pending before you a compre-
hensive judicial reorganization proposal that would set up a sen-
sible process for allocation of judicial personnel and resources. I
propose that rather than holding up S. 162 entirely until compre-
hensive legislation is enacted, the designation of an assistant clerk
as first assistant clerk in charge of twelve-man jury sessions be
subject to the approval of the chief justice of the Boston Municipal
Court. The final decision will then be made by the judicial ad-
ministrator most concerned with the particular court involved, on
the basis of the relative needs of his own court. In addition, legis-
lation affecting this particular court has generally been made sub-
ject to the approval of the City of Boston, which bears the full
cost of the court’s operations, and I see no reason not to require
that approval in this case.

I therefore recommend that S. 162 be amended by striking out
SECTION 3 and inserting in place thereof the following section;

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its approval by the



SENATE —No. 1810.1977.] 3

chief justice of the Municipal Court of the City of Boston and its
acceptance by the city of Boston.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael S. Dukakis
Governor




