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Senate, August 11,1977.

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was recommitted
the House Bill further regulating the licensing of dog racing meet-
ings (House, No. 5893, amended) (also based on House, No. 6242,
amended), reports recommending that the same ought to pass,
with an amendment, striking out all after the enacting clause and
inserting in place thereof the text of Senate document numbered
1855.

For the Committee, •»

JAMES A. KELLY, JR.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-seven.

Section 1. The third paragraph of section 3 of chapter
128 A of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out
clause (e), as most recently amended by section 2C of chap-
ter 852 of the acts of 1975, and inserting in place thereof the
following clause:

o

3
4
5
6 (e) Such dog racing meetings may be held between the

first day of January and the thirty-first day of December,
both dates inclusive, in any year.

7

8

1 Section 2. The said third paragraph of said section 3 of
said chapter 128 A is hereby further amended by striking out
clause (f), as most recently amended by section 1 of chap-
ter 327 of the acts of 1973, and inserting in place thereof the
following clause:5

(f) No license shall be issued for more than an aggregate
of two hundred and forty race days in any one year at all
running horse racing meetings combined, not including run-
ning horse racing meets held or conducted at state or county
fail's; provided, however, that no fewer than forty such days
shall be held during the months of July, August and Septem-
ber.
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1 Section 3. The said third paragraph of said section 3of
2 said chapter 128 A is hereby further amended by striking out
3 clause (g), as most recently amended by section 2D of said
4 chapter 852, and inserting in place thereof the following
5 clause:
6 (g) No license shall be issued for more than six hundred
7 and sixty days in any one year nor for more than three hun-
8 dred racing days in any one county at all dog racing meetings
9 combined, not including dog racing meetings at state and

10 county fairs; provided, however, that no fewer than ninety
11 such days shall be held during the months of January, Febru-
12 ary, March and December excluding those days assigned to
13 Hampshire or Hampden counties; provided, however, that not
14 more than five hundred and forty such racing days in any one
15 year, nor more than two hundred and ten in any one county,
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16 and, provided further, that one hundred and twenty such
17 days shall be in Hampden or Hampshire counties, shall be
18 issued for dog racing meetings combined which are held
19 between the hours of seven o’clock post meridian and twelve
20 o’clock midnight, not including dog racing meetings at state
21 and county fairs; and not more than one hundred and twenty
22 such racing days may be awarded for all dog racing meetings
23 combined conducted between the hours of twelve o’clock noon
24 and seven o’clock post meridian.

1 Section 4. The said third paragraph of said section 3of
2 said chapter 128 A is hereby amended by striking out clause
3 (i), as most recently amended by chapter 14 of the acts of
4 1967, and inserting in place thereof the following clause:
5 (i) No licenses shall be issued to permit racing meetings
6 to be held or conducted, except in connection with a state or
7 county fair, at the same time at more than one race track
8 within the same county or within twenty miles of another
9 race track, nor at any time at more than four dog race tracks

10 within the commonwealth, one of which may only be in
11 Hampden or Hampshire county, nor ait a dog race track hav-
-12 ing a racing strip of less than three-sixteenths of a mile for
13 outdoor tracks and one-fifth of a mile for indoor tracks.

1 Section 5. Clause (j) of said third paragraph of said sec-
-2 tion 3 of said chapter 128 A is hereby amended by striking
3 out the first paragraph, as appearing in section 1 of chapter
4 217 of the acts of 1976, and inserting in place thereof the
5 following paragraph:
6 No licenses shall be issued for more than an aggregate of
7 three hundred and twenty racing days in any one year at the
8 harness racing meetings combined; not including harness rac-
-9 ing meetings at state or county fairs; provided, however, that

10 one hundred and twenty such racing days may only be award-
-11 ed for racing in Hampshire or Hampden counties.

1 Section 6. The fourth paragraph of section sof said chap-
-2 ter 128 A is hereby amended by striking out said paragraph
3 and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
4 Each person licensed to conduct a running horse racing
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5 meeting, other than a licensee holding a racing meeting in
6 connection with a state or county fair, shall pay to the com-
-7 mission on the day following each day of such horse racing
8 meeting, except on the day following a Sunday horse racing
9 meeting, a sum equal to nine per cent of the total amount

10 deposited on the preceding day by the patrons so wagering
11 at such meeting, said percentage to be paid from the eighteen
12 per cent withheld, as provided in this section, from the total
13 amount wagered. Each licensee holding a racing meeting on
14 Sunday, other than a licensee holding a racing meeting in
15 connection with a state or county fair, shall pay to the com-
16 mission on the day following each Sunday of such horse rac-
17 ing meeting a sum equal to eight per cent of the total amount
18 deposited on the preceding Sunday by the patrons so wager-
19 ing at such meeting, said percentage to be paid from the
20 eighteen per cent withheld, as provided in this section from
21 the total amount wagered.

Section 7. Chapter 217 of the acts of 1976 is hereby
amended by striking out section 6.

1
2

Section 8. Applications for licenses to hold and conduct
dog racing meetings, harness horse racing meetings and run-
ning horse racing meetings for the number of dates author-
ized by this act may be filed with the state racing commission
within thirty days following the effective date of this act;
and said commission is authorized to award such dog and
horse racing meetings and to issue licenses therefor upon
applications so filed for such dog and horse racing meetings
to be held or conducted in the calendar year nineteen hun-
dred and seventy-seven. Said commission’s procedures for
hearings upon all such applications shall be the same as the
procedures on original applications for dog racing meetings,
harness horse racing meetings and running horse racing meet-
ings filed under chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A of
the General Laws.
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Section 9. During the nineteen hundred and seventy-seven,
nineteen hundred and seventy-eight, nineteen hundred and
seventy-nine, and nineteen hundred and eighty calendar years.
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4 each licensee conducting dog racing meetings and harness
5 horse racing meetings under the provisions of section five of
6 chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A of the General Laws
7 shall return to the winning patrons in the manner provided by
8 said section all sums deposited as wagers at said meeting, less
9 the breaks, as defined in said section, and less an amount not

10 to exceed nineteen per cent of the total amount so deposited.
11 Every licensee shall cause to be posted in conspicuous places
12 available to the public in all areas where wagers are made
13 the following notice:
14 “All patrons are advised that from each dollar wagered no
15 more than eighty-one cents shall be awarded in prizes.”.

1 Section 10. In order that the effect of this act, the intent
2 of which is to provide funds to improve the quality of dog
3 and harness horse racing meetings in the commonwealth and
4 thereby to increase the activities at such racing meetings and
5 the revenue therefrom, can be determined at the earliest pos-
6 sible date, each person licensed to conduct such racing meet-
7 ings and required to pay over to the state racing commission
8 the sums required under the provisions of section five of
9 chapter one hundred and twenty-eight A of the General Laws,

10 shall file with said commission no later than January fifteenth,
11 nineteen hundred and seventy-eight, January fifteenth, nine-
12 teen hundred and seventy-nine, January fifteenth, nineteen
13 hundred and eighty, and January fifteenth, nineteen hundred
14 and eighty-one, respectively, a statement of operations for
15 the previous calendar year which shall contain:
16 (1) A statement of the total amount withheld from all sums
17 wagered and not returned to winning patrons, less the breaks,
18 during said calendar year under the provisions of section one
19 of this act;
20

# 21
(2) A statement of the total amount which would have

been withheld from all sums wagered and not returned to
22 winning patrons, less the breaks, for the comparable period
23 under the provisions of section five of chapter one hundred
24 and twenty-eight A in effect immediately prior to the passage
25 of this act;
26 (3) A statement of the amount retained by the licensee un-
-27 der the provisions of this act, which shall be the difference
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28 between clauses (1) and (2);
29 (4) detailed analysis of the disposition made by such a

licensee of the amount shown in clause (3) which amount,
excepting contractual purse obligations, may only be used
for necessary maintenance equipment and capital improve-
ments and the retirement of the debt for capital improve-
ments to the grandstand area, race strip, stable area, parking
area or any area of building within the confines of the li-
censee.
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(5) Such other information as the said commission shall
deem necessary in order to accomplish the aforementioned
purpose.
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