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MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR

RETURNING, UNDER THE PROVISIONS OF

ARTICLE LVI OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE

CONSTITUTION, WITH RECOMMENDATION

OF AMENDMENT, THE ENGROSSED BILL

AUTHORIZING THE CITY KNOWN AS

THE TOWN OF METHUEN TO OBTAIN

WATER FROM THE MERRIMACK

RIVER.
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September 16, 1977

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, House Bill
No. 6480, entitled, “An Act Authorizing the City Known as the
Town of Methuen to Obtain Water from the Merrimack River.”
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11. 6480 would confirm the right of the town of Methuen to con-
tinue to draw water from the Merrimack River, under conditions
established by the department of environmental quality engineer-
ing. I agree with the intent of this bill and look forward to signing
it into law. However, in order that the passage of this legislation
cannot be construed in any way as threatening the operation of
financing of a major hydroelectric project now in the planning
stages, I recommend removing the language that suggests that
other towns may in the future draw water from the river. As far
as I know, no other town that does not draw water from the river
has any plans to do so. In addition, the state’s water conservation
policy encourages better use of groundwater sources, rather than
overreliance on rivers as sources of drinking water. Without this
language, the backers of the hydroelectric project can be assured
that increasing amounts of water other than that necessary for
the present users will not be drawn from the Merrimack River by
reason of this legislation.

I therefore recommend that H. 6480 be amended by striking out
SECTION 1 and inserting in place thereof the following section:

SECTION 1. The city known as the town of Methuen, in ac-
cordance with such conditions as may be set forth by the depart-
ment of environmental quality engineering, is hereby authorized
to take, hold and convey into and through said municipality, from
the Merrimack river at an approved point within said municipality,
without liability to pay any compensation or other damages that
the commonwealth itself would be legally liable to pay, sufficient
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water for the use of said municipality and the inhabitants thereof
for the extinguishment of fires, domestic use, human consumption,
irrigation, industrial, commercial and other purposes; and to also
take and hold, by purchase or otherwise, land in said municipality
for sinking wells or making excavations in order to obtain water
by filtration or percolation, or from subterranean streams, and to
construct such works as may be necessary therefor; and to lay and
maintain reservoirs or canals and such other work as may be
deemed necessary or proper for conveying, raising, forcing, re-
taining, distributing, or disposing of said water in such a manner
as may be deemed in thepublic interest.

The rights of the Essex Company, as granted by chapter one
hundred and sixty-three of the acts of eighteen hundred and forty-
five, and the rights of any successor to such company are pre-
served insofar as these rights may be exercised in a manner rea-
sonable and consistent with the public interest and the proper
utilization of the Merrimack river as determined by the depart-
ment of environmental quality engineering, provided that there
shall be an adequate flowage of the river to supply the city of Law-
rence and the city known as the town of Methuen.

Respectfully Submitted,

Michael S. Dukakis
Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts


