
SENATE No. 1945
By Mr. Atkins, a petition of Chester G. Atkins for legislation to exempt

that part of nursing home rate increases which is attributable to col-
lective bargaining costs from the rate increase ceiling. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-seven

An Act to exempt that part of nursing home rate increases
WHICH IS ATTRIBUTABLE TO COLLECTIVE BARGAINING COSTS FROM
THE RATE INCREASE CEILING.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 363 A of the Acts of 1977 is hereby amended by
2 striking out Section 33 and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-3 lowing;
4 Section 33. Notwithstanding the provisions of any law to
5 the contrary, no payments for medical providers shall be au-
-6 thorized at a rate greater than the reasonable cost thereof as
7 determined by the rate setting commission; provided, that no
8 increase greater than seven per cent over the rate effective
9 September thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-seven, in

10 the case of hospitals, or over the rate effective as of June
11 thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seventy-seven in the case of
12 other medical providers shall take effect until approved by
13 the general court; provided, however, that the costs incurred
14 by nursing homes in meeting federally mandated life safety
15 code improvements and in meeting the terms of collective
16 bargaining agreements shall be exempt from the provisions
17 of this section; and provided, further, that the secretary of
18 human services and the commissioner of public welfare are
19 hereby directed for hospitals to obtain from the proper fed-

-20 eral authorities prior approval for the provisions of this sec-
-21 tion.
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