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civil service laws and rules relating to police oflBcers in

towns, and their tenure of office shall be unlimited, subject,

however, to said laws; provided, that they pass a qualifying
examination to which they shall be subjected by the division

of civil service.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved February 9, 1965.

Chap. 46 An Act relative to the alleviation of certain finan-
cial BURDENS IMPOSED BY THE HURRICANES OF AUGUST
THIRTY-FIRST AND SEPTEMBER ELEVENTH, NINETEEN HUN-
DRED AND FIFTY-FOUR.

Emergency Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
pream e.

^^ defeat its purpose, which is to provide immediately for

the relief of the disasters caused by the hurricanes of August
thirty-first and September eleventh, nineteen hundred and
fifty-four, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public

convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section 1 of chapter 689 of the acts of 1954 is

hereby amended by striking out, in lines 2 and 3, the words
"area stricken by the hurricane of August thirty-first of the
current year" and insertins in place thereof the words:—
areas stricken by the hurricanes of August thirty-first and
September eleventh, nineteen hundred and fifty-four.

Section 2. Said chapter 689 is hereby further amended
by striking out section 4 and inserting in place thereof the
following section: — Section 4- The commonwealth shall

reimburse, subject to the approval of a board consisting of

the director of civil defense, the director of accounts of the

department of corporations and taxation and the com-
missioner of administration, the political subdivisions of the

commonwealth affected by the hurricanes of August thirty-

first and September eleventh, nineteen hundred and fifty-

four, annually an amount equal to their obligations of repay-

ment of any indebtedness incurred under the provisions of

chapter six hundred and thirty-nine of the acts of nineteen

hundred and fifty, as amended, or incurred under the pro-

visions of section thirty-six A of chapter thirty-five or of

clause (9) of section eight of chapter forty-four of the General
Laws as a result of an emergency created by said hurricanes,

and shall reimburse them for any expenditures from available

funds and from sums raised by taxation for the purposes
authorized under said chapter six hundred and thirty-nine

of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty, as amended, or

authorized under the provisions of section thirty-one of

chapter forty-four of the General Laws as a result of an
emergency created by said hurricanes; provided, that the

total amount to be paid by the commonwealth for such

purposes shall not exceed twelve milUon dollars.
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Section 3. Said chapter 689 is hereby further amended
by striking out section 6 and inserting in place thereof the

following section:— Section 6. The board of assessors in

each city or town affected by the hurricanes which occurred

on August thirty-first and September eleventh, nineteen

hundred and fifty-four may, on application for abatement
in respect to the tax on real estate for the year nineteen

hundred and fifty-four filed in compliance with the pro-

visions of section fifty-nine of chapter fifty-nine of the
General Laws, grant an abatement in such amount as in the

opinion of the assessors provides an equitable adjustment of

taxes on property wholly or partially destroyed by said

hurricanes; provided, that such abatement shall not exceed
that portion of the tax which relates to the assessment on
buildings destroyed on said real estate; or the assessors may
request the state tax commission under the provisions of

section eight of chapter fifty-eight of the General Laws to

give authority to abate in whole or in part that portion of

the tax on property wholly or partially so destroyed which
relates to the tax on buildings on said real estate and which
tax may be or has been levied against those who were the
owners of record of property on January first, nineteen
hundred and fifty-four, or subsequent owners who have
assumed a part of the tax, as in their opinion provides an
equitable adjustment. Notwithstanding any other pro-

visions of law, application for abatement under this act shall

be filed before October first, nineteen hundred and fifty-five.

Approved February 9, 1955.

An Act relative to the Massachusetts turnpike Chav 47
AUTHORITY.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would un- Emergency

necessarily delay the construction and completion of the
p""®'^™*^'^-

much needed express highway referred to in chapter three
hundred and fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hundred and
fifty-two, and any additions to or extensions thereof herein

provided for, and thereby postpone unreasonably the
elimination of many of the present handicaps and hazards
on the congested highways in the commonwealth, therefore

this act is hereby declared to be an emergency law, neces-
sary for the immediate preservation of the public safety and
convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1 of chapter 354 of the acts of 1952 is hereby
amended by inserting after the word "Boston", in line 8,

the words :
— or from a point or points within said city.

Approved February 9, 1955.


