
By Mr. Harrington, a petition of Kevin B. Harrington and other mem-
bers of the Senate for legislation to increase the minimum fair wage rate.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-seven.

An Act increasing the minimum fair wage rate.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to de-
feat its purpose, which is to immediately increase the minimum
fair wage in conformance with federal wage standards, therefore,
it is hereby declared to be an emergency law necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section lof chapter 151 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the second sentence, as most recently
3 amended by section 2 of chapter 685 of the acts of 1974, and
4 inserting in place thereof the following sentence: A wage
5 of less than two dollars and sixty-five cents per hour as of
6 January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-eight; less than
7 two dollars and ninety cents per hour on January first, nine-
-8 teen hundred and seventy-nine; less than three dollars and ten
9 cents per hour on January first, nineteen hundred and eighty;

10 less than three dollars and thirty-five cents per hour on Jan-
-11 uary first, nineteen hundred and eighty-one, in any occupa-
-12 tion, as defined in this chapter, shall conclusively be presumed
13 to be oppressive and unreasonable, wherever the term “min-
-14 imum wage” is used in this chapter, unless the commissioner
15 has expressly approved or shall expressly approve the estab-
-16 lishment and payment of a lessor wage under the provisions
17 of sections seven and nine.
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