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CLE LVI OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE CON-

STITUTION, WITH RECOMMENDATION OF

AMENDMENT, THE ENGROSSED BILL RE-

QUIRING CERTAIN PAYMENTS OF PARK-

ING FINES TO BE MADE BY CERTIFIED
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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 1476, entitled, “An Act Requiring Certain Payments of Park-
ing Fines to be Made by Certified Check.”

S. 1476 would require payment of motor vehicle violations to be
made by money order, cashier’s check or certified check. At pres-
ent, such payment may be made by personal check as well.

While the purpose of this bill, to eliminate the passing of “bad”
checks by persons attempting to avoid payment is worthwhile, I
am informed by the Administrative Office of the Boston Municipal
Courts that S. 1476 would create more fiscal problems than it
would solve. Approximately 95% of all motor vehicle violation
payments are currently made by personal check. Of this number
approximately 1% are “bad”. The cost of change in payment pro-
cedures proposed in S. 1476 would greatly outweigh the additional
revenue realized. At present, there is a six to eight month supply
of payment-demand forms, all of which would have to be discarded
and new forms printed. More importantly, the General Laws pro-
hibit the acceptance of payments not made in the proper form.
Since many persons will not carefully read the demand form and
will, therefore, send in personal checks, the administrative cost to
return these checks and reprocess the forms, along with the addi-
tional postage involved, would be prohibitive.

One other consideration must be addressed. S. 1476 would, in
order to correct a situation created by 1% of all persons paying
by personal check, require the remaining 99% to go to a bank for
a cashier’s check to a post office for a money order, or to the court-
house to pay cash in person. This would entail a major public in-
convenience not at all justified by the problem sought to be cured.
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I therefore recommend that S. 1476 be amended by striking out
.11 after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the fol-

lowing;

The third paragraph of section 4A of chapter 90C of the General
Laws, as appearing in chapter 331 of the acts of 1973, is hereby
amended by striking out, in line 5, the word “or” and inserting in
place thereof the words; cashier’s check, certified check or per-
sonal.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael S. Dukakis
Governor
Commonwealth of Massachusetts


