
SENATE No. 120

By Mr. Wetmore and Mrs. Pines of Newton, a joint petition (accom-
panied by bill, Senate, No. 120) of Robert D. Wetmore, Lois G. Pines,
other members of the General Court and another for legislation to estab-
lish programs for displaced homemakers. Commerce and Labor.

tlUjr Coimmnuiu'alth of Masßadioortta

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act to establish programs for displaced homemakers.

Be it enacted by the Senateand House of Representatives in General
Courtassembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 23 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after Section 110 the following new sec-
-3 tions:
4 This act may be cited as the “Displaced Homemakers Equal
5 Opportunity Act.”
6 a. The state legislature hereby finds that
7 (1) homemakers are an unrecognized and unpaid part of the
8 national work force who make an invaluable contribution to
9 the welfare and economic stability of the nation but who

10 receive no health, retirement, or unemployment benefits as a
11 result of their labor;
12 (2) an increasing number of homemakers are displaced in
13 their middle years from their family role and left without any
14 source of financial security because of divorce, death of their
15 spouse, or the loss of family income;
16 (3) displaced homemakers are often subject to discrimina-
-17 tion in employment because of age, sex, and/or lack of any
18 recent paid work experience; and
19 (4) displaced homemakers are often without any source of
20 income because
21 (A) they are ineligible for welfare assistance if they are
22 not physically disabled or their children are past a certain
23 age;
24 (B) they are ineligible for social security benefits because
25 they are too young, or because they are divorced from the
26 family wage earner;
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27 (C) they are ineligible for unemployment insurance because
they have been engaged in unpaid labor in the home.28

29 (b) It is the purpose of this act to require the secretary
of the executive office of economic development and man-
power affairs to establish multipurpose service centers to pro-
vide necessary training, counseling, and services for displaced
homemakers so that they may enjoy the independence and
economic security vital to a productive life.
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Section 2. For the purpose of this act1
(1) the term “displaced homemaker” means an individual2

3 who
(A) has worked in the home for a substantial number of

years providing unpaid household services for family mem-
bers;

4
5
6

(B) has had, or would have, difficulty in securing employ-
ment;

7

8
9 (C) has been dependent on the income of another family

member but is no longer supported by such income, has been
dependent on government assistance but is no longer eligible
for such aid, or is supported as the parent of minor children
by government assistance or spousal child support payments
but whose children are within two years of reaching their
majority; and
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(D) is not gainfully employed or is underemployed.16
(2) the term “secretary” shall mean the secretary' of the

executive office of economic development and manpower
affairs.
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Section 3. (a) The secretary shall establish multi-purpose
service centers for displaced homemakers including

1
o

(1) job counseling services which shall3
(A) be specifically designed for a person seeking employ-

ment after a number of year’s as a homemaker; and
4
5

(B) operate to counsel displaced homemakers with respect
to appropriate job opportunities;

6
I

(2) job training and job placement services which shall8
9 (A) develop, by working with government agencies and pri-

vate employers, training and placement programs for jobs in
the public and private sector’s; and

10
11
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12 (B) assist displaced homemakers in gaining admission to
13 existing public and private job training programs and oppor-
-14 tunities; and
15 (C) assist in identifying community needs, seeking funding
16 for new public sector jobs, and creating new jobs in both
17 public and private sectors;
18 (3) educational services, including

19 (A) outreach and information about courses offering credit
20 through secondary or post-secretary education programs, in-
-21 eluding bilingual programming where appropriate; and
22 (B) information about such other programs which are
23 determined to be of interest and benefit to displaced home-
-24 makers by the secretary;
25 (4) outreach and information services with respect to
26 government employment, education, health, legal and un-
-27 employment assistance programs which the secretary deter-
-28 mines would be of interest and benefit to displaced home-
-29 makers.
30 (b) Supervisory, technical and administrative positions
31 relating to multipurpose service programs established under
32 this act shall, to the maximum extent feasible, be filled by
33 displaced homemakers.

1 Section 4. The secretary shall explore all possible sources
2 of funding and in-kind contributions from government and
3 private sources in establishing the program and the service
4 centers including building space, equipment, and qualified per-
-5 sonnel for training programs.

1 Section 5. The secretary shall report annually to the
2 general court on the work of the program. Such report shall
3 include the number of people trained in each center, the type
4 of training received, the number of people placed in employ-
-5 merit, follow-up data on such programs, the number of people
6 serviced by the centers, and the cost effectiveness of the cen-
-7 ter programs.

1 Section 6. Provisions of this act shall take effect in the
2 following manner:
3 (a) The secretary shall establish a multi-service pilot pro-
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4 gram providing the training, counseling, and services listed
5 in section 3 (a) above in a community with a significant
6 number of displaced homemakers who could benefit from
7 such a program. Said pilot program shall be in operation for
8 one year.
9 (b) Within three months after the termination of the pilot

10 program the secretary shall submit to the general court a
11 report on the operation of the pilot program, including the
12 number of people trained, the type of training received, the
13 number of people placed in employment, follow-up data on
14 such program, the number of people serviced by the program,
15 and the cost effectiveness of the program.
16 (c) The secretary shall at the same time promulgate rules
17 and regulations for the operation of an adequate number of
18 multipurpose service centers for displaced homemakers to
19 meet the needs, as determined by the secretary, of said dis-
-20 placed homemakers, and including recommendations for state
21 funding and the use of appropriate federal programs and
22 funds for the operation of said multipurpose service centers.
23 The secretary shall file a copy thereof with the clerks of the
24 senate and the house of representatives, who shall refer such
25 rules and regulations to the joint legislative committee on
26 commerce and labor. Within thirty days of such filing the
27 said committee may hold a public hearing on the said rules
28 and regulations and shall issue a report. The executive office
29 of economic development and manpower affairs shall adopt
30 final rules and regulations, making such revisions in the rules
31 and regulations as it deems appropriate in view of such report
32 and shall forthwith file a copy of the rules and regulations with
33 the chairpersons of said committee, and not earlier than
34 thirty days after the date of such filing the secretary shall
35 file the final rules and regulations with the state secretary,
36 and the said mles and regulations shall thereupon take effect.

1 Section 7. Section six shall take effect upon the passage of
2 this act. Sections one through five, inclusive, shall take effect
3 on October 15,1978.


