
SENATE 133

By Mr. Burke, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 133) of
Edward L. Burke for legislation to abolish county highway departments
and to transfer their functions to the Department of Public Works.
Counties.

□Jitr Comnunuuralth of fHarmarhuaptto

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act abolishing county highway departments and trans-
ferring THEIR FUNCTIONS TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.

1 Section 1. Chapter 82 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11,
3 11A, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 18, 19, 26, 28, 30, 31, 32A and 39.

1 Section 2. Section 7of said Chapter 82 is hereby amended
2 by striking out in the first sentence “concurrent with the
3 county commissioners.”

1 Section 3. Section 27 of said Chapter 82 is hereby amended
2 by striking out in the first sentence the words “county com-
-3 missionei-s” and inserting in place thereof the words “Secre-
-4 tary of the Executive Office of Transportation and Construc-
-5 tion.”

1 Section 4. Section 32 of said Chapter 82 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the words “or by the county commissioners.”

1 Section 5. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general
2 or special law to the contrary, the county highway depart-
-3 ments are hereby abolished. The functions and jurisdiction of
4 each county highway department are to be transferred to the
5 dties and towns within which such highways are located over
6 which the county highway department claims jurisdiction or
7 any authority.
8 The county commissioners of each county shall notify in
9 writing, no later than three months after the effective date

10 of this act, the Commissioner of Public Works and the City

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:
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11 Council of each city and the selectmen or town counsel of
12 each town located within such county, of the name, present
13 salary, position and qualifications of each employee assigned
14 to such county highway department on the effective date of
15 this act. Each city or town council or board of selectmen shall
16 notify in writing the county commissioners no later than six
17 months after the effective date of this legislation of the name
18 of each county highway department employee whom such
19 council or board will hire for a period of no less than two
20 years, for a compensation not less than that which such em-
21 ployee received on the effective date of this act. Each em-
22 ployee not so hired by a city or town will be hired by the de-
23 partment of public works for a period of not less than two
24 years and for compensation not less than that which such
25 employee received on the effective date of this act. Each such
26 employee shall be assigned to work in or for the district of-
27 fice which is nearest to the location of such employee’s as-
28 signed location in the county highway department, provided
29 that when such employee consents to a different assigned Jo-
30 cation in the department, the department may so assign such
31 employee.

Section 6. This act shall be effective on the first day of
January, nineteen hundred and seventy-eight.
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