
No. 184SENATE
By Mr. Boverini, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 184) of

the Association of Independent Colleges and Universities in Massachu-
setts, by James A. True, and Walter J. Boverini for legislation to increase
higher education opportunities and advantages for Massachusetts resi-
dents. Education.

1 Section 1. That wisdom and knowledge may be diffused
2 among the people of the commonwealth and that residents
3 shall have opportunities and advantages of education, there is
4 hereby established a Massachusetts Resident Higher Educa-
-5 tion Student Tuition Equalization Program to meet an appro-
-6 priaite part of the financial need of qualified students admitted
7 to independent, non-profit, regionally accredited institutions
8 of higher education in Massachusetts as candidates for an
9 associate or bachelor’s degree.

2 (a) “Massachusetts resident student”: one whose legal ad-
3 dress is in Massachusetts for twelve months prior to eligibil-
-4 ity;
5 (b) “full-time undergraduate Massachusetts student”: one
6 who is registered at a regionally accredited institution of high-

7 er education in a course of study leading to an associate or
8 bachelors degree and who is determined by said institution to
9 be a full-time student at that institution;

10 (c) “accredited independent institution”: an institution of
11 higher education located in Massachusetts which (1) is op-
-12 erated independently and not controlled or administered by a
13 state agency or any subdivision of the state, (2) maintains
14 open enrollment, and (3) is accredited by the New England
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15 Association of Schools and Colleges;
16 (d) “open enrollment”: the policy of an institution of higher
17 education that provides the opportunity of enrollment to any
18 student who meets its academic and other reasonable enroll-

-19 ment requirements, without regard to race, color, national
20 origin or sex; provided nothing in this act shall prohibit stu-
-21 dents from receiving tuition equalization payments if they
22 choose to attend an existing institution of higher education
23 that enrolls only, or substantially, members of one sex;
24 (e) “qualified student”: a full-time undergraduate Mas-
25 sachusetts student who has applied for federal BEOG assist-
26 ance and who is acceptable for admission to an independent
27 institution of higher education or who has entered and is in
28 good standing and making satisfactory progress toward grad-
29 nation as such standing and progress is determined by said
30 institution;
31 (f) “Commissioner”: the Commissioner of Administration
32 and Finance established under chapter 7 of the General Laws;
33 (g) “BEOG”: Basic Educational Opportunity Grant Pro-
34 gram established under Public Law 92-318 cited as the “Edu-
35 cation Amendment of 1972” and as further amended by
36 Congress;
37 (h) “BEOG Index”: the student eligibility index determined
38 by the federal Office of Education upon application of the stu-
39 dent.

1 Section 3. The Massachusetts Resident Higher Education
Student Tuition Equalization Program shall be administered
by the executive office of Administration and Finance. The
Commissioner after a hearing that conforms to chapter 30A of
the General Laws shall determine the cost of undergraduate
education in Massachusetts four year state colleges and uni-
versities which shall be the ratio of the total annual state
appropriations, other state expenses, debt sendee, pension and
benefit cost, insurance, administrative cost, and other educa-
tional and general expenditures to the total number of full
time students attending said four year state colleges and uni-
versities.
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14 appropriate to the program and shall promulgate rules and
15 regulations to insure proper standards of awards, including an
16 audit procedure; said rules and regulations shall conform to
17 chapter 30A of the GeneralLaws.

1 Section 4. A qualified student shall be eligible for a Tuition
2 Equalization payment for a maximum of four full-time under-
-3 graduate years of eight semesters or the equivalent term at
4 that institution; said four years must be completed within
5 six years of initial entry into an institution of higher educa-
-6 tion.
7 Tuition Equalization payment shall be equal to the state
8 cost of undergraduate education as determined under section
9 3, minus the BEOG Index and minus the BEOG award, if any.

10 Said payment shall be in multiples of one hundred dollars but
11 not less than two hundred dollars and shall not exceed the
12 tuition and fees at the enrolling institution.

1 Section 5. Student Tuition Equalization payments shall be
2 apportioned among qualified students according to amounts
3 appropriate each fiscal year.

1 Section 6. Student Tuition Equalization payments shall be
2 forwarded by the commonwealth to independent institutions by
3 October tenth for the fall semester and by March tenth for the
4 spring semester.

1 Section 7. Massachusetts resident students receiving pay-
-2 ments under this program shall be eligible for additional
3 scholarship assistance provided by the commonwealth but not
4 to exceed in the aggregate the amount of tuition and fees at
5 the enrolling institution of higher education.

1 Section 8. This act shall take effect on its passage.




