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SENATE No. 283
By Mr. Hall, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 283) of Robert

A. Hall and Carol C. Amick for legislation to require the disclosure of
economic interest and sources of income of certain officials and candidates
for public office. Election Laws.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act to require the disclosure of economic interests
AND SOURCES OF INCOME OF CERTAIN OFFICIALS AND CANDIDATES
FOR PUBLIC OFFICE.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The General Laws are hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after chapter 268 A the following Chapter:

4 The following persons shall file written statements of eco-
-5 nomic interests and sources of income (hereinafter referred to
6 as a statement)

7 (a) persons residing in the Commonwealth who are elected
8 or appointed to the office of Senator or Representative in the
9 Congress of the United States, and candidates for nomina-

-10 tion or election to such office;
11 (b) persons who are elected or appointed to the office of
12 governor, state secretary, state treasurer and receiver-general,
13 attorney-general, state auditor, and councillor and candidates
14 for nomination or election to such office;
15 (c) persons who are elected or appointed to serve in the
16 General Court and candidates for nomination or election to it;
17 (d) persons who are elected or appointed to the position of
18 county commissioner, county treasurer, district attorney and
19 sheriff and candidates for nomination and election to such
20 position;
21 Section 2. (a) The following economic interests and sources
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22 of income shall be listed by persons required to file a statement
23 under section one of this chapter:
24 (1) the name, principal address and general description of
25 any business, organization, corporation or association in which
26 the person has held any office or directorship or with which
27 the person has been in a fiduciary relationship during the
28 preceding calendar year, as well as, a general description of
29 the duties of any such office, directorship or fiduciary relation-
-30 ship;
31 (2) a description of each source of gross income totalling
32 at least $5OO during the preceding calendar year including
33 without limitation, salaries, expense accounts, consultant fees,
34 incomes from professional practice, dividends and net income
35 from a family-owned business and identifying the name, ad-
-36 dress and nature of each source;
37 (3) the name and address of any person or entity from
38 which a gift or gifts, or honorarium or honoraria, valued in
39 excess of $5OO was received during the preceding calendar
40 year;
41 (4) the address and description of all real estate, other than
42 a primary residence, located in the Commonwealth, in which
43 the person has held any interest, including an option to buy,
44 during the preceding calendar year;
45 (5) the name address of each creditor to which the person
46 owes monies, on a secured or unsecured basis, in excess of
47 $5OO, with the exception of monies owed for dental or medical
48 expenses.
49 (b) Any contribution as defined in chapter fifty-five, sec-
-50 tion one of the General Laws, received by the person for an
51 election or primary campaign shall not be included in the
52 statement.
53 Section 3. Every statement filed pursuant to this chapter
54 shall be filed with the secretary of state (hereinafter referred
55 to as the secretary) on a form provided by the secretary. The
56 secretary shall give every person who has filed a statement
57 an acknowledgement verifying that he has filed a statement
58 with the date of his filing, name and his address noted on
59 such acknowledgement. The secretary shall maintain records
60 listing the names and addresses of all persons required to file
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61 a statement by this chapter. He shall inspect all statements
62 filed with him, within thirty days of the filing date required
63 by this chapter. If upon such inspection it appears that a per-
-64 son has not filed his statement in conformity with this chap-
-65 ter the secretary shall notify that person and the attorney
66 general in writing to that effect and he shall further furnish
67 the attorney general with all copies of papers relating thereto.
68 The secretary is authorized to make rules and regulations
69 necessary to implement this chapter.
70 Section 4- (a) Each person who files a declaration of candi-
-71 dacy or petition to appear on the ballot, as prescribed in chap-
-72 ter fifty-three of the General Laws, in an election or primary
73 for a public office described in section one, subsections (a)
74 through (d), of this chapter, and the spouse of such person,
75 must file a statement when he files his nominating papers.
76 If a person becomes a candidate for such public office as a
77 result of a write-in or sticker vote, he, and the spouse of such
78 person, must file a statement when he files his written ac-
-79 ceptance of the nomination pursuant to chapter fifty-three,
80 section three of the General Laws. If a person is elected to
81 such public office as a result of a write-in or sticker vote, he
82 and the spouse of such person, must file a statement before he
83 may receive his summons or certification of election given
84 pursuant to chapter fifty-four, section one hundred and six-
-85 teen, one hundred and twenty-one or one hundred and twenty-
-86 two. In the event that any candidate for such public office,
87 or the spouse of such person, fails to file a timely statement
88 in compliance with this chapter, his name shall not appear on
89 the ballot and any votes that may be cast for him will not be
90 counted.
91 (b) Each person who is appointed to any office described
92 in section one, subsections (a) through (f), of this chapter,
93 and the spouse of such person, must file a statement before
94 he shall be permitted to assume his office.
95 (c) All other persons, and the spouse of such persons, re-
-96 quired to file a statement must, for as long as they hold an
97 office described in section one of this chapter, file their state-
-98 ment annually on or before May first of each year.
99 (d) If a person who has filed an initial statement finds in
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100 the next calendar year that there is no change in the status
101 of his economic interests or sources of income, he must file a
102 statement to that effect. He, or his spouse, must file an up-
-103 dated statement if at any time either has experienced any
104 significant alteration in his economic interests or sources of
105 income. The updated statement must be filed within thirty
106 days after the significant alteration has taken place. A sig-

-107 nificant alteration is a change in his, or the spouse of such
108 person’s, economic interests or sources of income from which
109 it might appear that his performance of his public duties and
110 obligations might be influenced by his private economic in-
-111 terests.
112 Section 5. (a) Every person required by this chapter to
113 file a statement is allowed annually one extension period of
114 twenty-one days from the date the statement was orginally
115 due. In order to receive an extension a person must notify
116 the secretary, no later than ten days prior to the date his
117 statement is orginally due, that he intends to defer the filing
118 of his statement for the twenty-one day extension period. He
119 is then required to file his statement twenty-one days after
120 it was originally due. The due date of a statement required
121 to be filed in any year subsequent to the year in which an ex-
-122 tension has been affected shall not be affected by the date that
123 the statement was filed when such extension was exercised.
124 (b) A person has failed to file a timely statement when he
125 fails to file a statement when it is due and he does not qualify
126 for an extension, or when he fails to file a statement after the
127 expiration of his twenty-one day extension period.
128 Section 6. Any statement required under this chapter to
129 be filed shall be a matter of public record and shall be made
130 readily available for convenient public inspection and repro-
-131 duction by a copying machine at a commercially reasonable
132 fee as soon as possible after such statement is filed.
133 Section 7. Any person required under this chapter to file
134 a statement who knowingly fails to file a timely statement
135 or knowingly files a false or incomplete statement shall suffer
136 a fine not to exceed $lOOO or be imprisoned in a penal instltu-
-137 tion for a term not to exceed one year, or both.
138 Section 8. Any taxpayer may apply to the superior court
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for a writ of mandamus to issue against the secretary to com-
pel him to perform any duty that he is required under this
chapter to perform.

Section 9. If any provision of this chapter, or the applica-
tion thereof, to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the
validity of the remainder of such chapter and the application
of such provision to other persons and circumstances shall not
be affected thereby.








