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SENATE No. 293
By Mr. LoPresti, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 293) of

Michael LoPresti, Jr., for legislation to prohibit the misrepresentation of
facts in political advertisements. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act prohibiting misrepresentations of facts in
POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENTS.

Be itenacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Chapter 57 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
2 serting after section 42 the following section;
3 Section 42A. Whoever submits any political advertisement
4 for publication in a newspaper or over a radio or television
5 station shall sign a statement, under oath and subject to the
6 penalties of perjury, that such advertisement does not con-
-7 tain any material misrepresentation of fact. Whoever inten-
-8 tionally makes or causes to be made any material misrepre-
9 sentation of fact in any letter, circular, leaflet, advertisement

10 or other writing or in any material or statement broadcast
11 over a radio or television station in connection with the nom-
-12 ination or election of candidates to public office shall be pun-
-13 ished by a fine of not less than fifty dollars and not more than
14 one thousand dollars.
15 Whoever is convicted of violating the provisions of this sec-
-16 tion shall be ineligible to hold public office for a period of two
17 years following the date of such conviction and shall publish
18 or broadcast or cause to be published or broadcast, as the
19 case may be, a retraction of the misrepresentation of fact.
20 A copy of this section shall be furnished by every news-
-21 paper, radio or television station accepting political advertise-
-22 ments to every person submitting such advertisements for
23 publication.
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