
SENATE No. 359
By Mr. Rogers and Mr. Collins of Amherst, a joint petition (accom-

panied by bill, Senate, No. 359) of the Massachusetts Teachers Association,
by William H. Hebert, executive secretary-treasurer, and John M. Sulli-
van, associate executive secretary, George Rogers, Gerard D’Amico,
James G. Collins and other members of the House of Representatives for
legislation relative to monitoring violence on television programs within
the Commonwealth. Government Regulations.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same,as follows:

1 Chapter 12 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after section HE the following new section;
3 Section 11F. The Attorney General shall appoint a voluntary
4 television monitoring panel to advise, assist and review in the
5 establishment of “incident of violence” standardsand in moni-
-6 toring the efficacy of this statute. An “incident of violence” is
7 hereby defined as any action resulting in, or attempting to
8 effect, physical injury or death to any person. News, public
9 affairs, documentary and sports programs shall be exempt

10 from the provisions of this act. A copy of such report also
11 shall be filed with the Secretary of State.
12 Every corporation or organization operating a television or
13 cablevision station or stations in the Commonwealth shall file
14 with the Consumer Protection Division of the Attorney
15 General of the Commonwealth, on forms and according to
16 timetables and guidelines to be prescribed by the Attorney
17 General, a semiannual report listing the name of each prime
18 time program shown in the Commonwealth during each desig-

-19 nated six month reporting period including a listing of each
20 program’s commercial sponsors and that all such monitored
21 programs be statistically ranked according to the number of
22 incidents of violence contained therein.
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