
[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See Senate No. 416 of 1977]

ENATE No. 416
By Mr. LoPresti, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 416) of

Michael LoPresti, Jr., for legislation to regulate the practice of dermology
and establishing a board of registration, thereof. Health Care.

(The (Unmntmunralth of fflasiutrlnuirttii

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act regulating the practice of dermology and
ESTABLISHING A BOARD OF REGISTRATION, THEREOF.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. There shall be a board of registration of dermolo-
-2 gists consisting of seven persons, residents of the common-
-3 wealth, of whom two shall be licensed dermologists who have
4 been engaged in the practice of dermology in the oommon-
-5 wealth for at least one year, one of whom shall be a physician
6 registered under the laws of the commonwealth, one of whom
7 shall be a representative of the public, one of whom shall be
8 an electrologist, registered under the laws of the common-
-9 wealth, one cosmetologist registered under the laws of the

10 commonwealth and one barber, registered under the laws of
11 the commonwealth. No member of the board, while in office,
12 shall have any financial interest, direct or indirect, in the
13 manufacture or sale of equipment and supplies used in the
14 practice of dermatology or shall engage in the teaching of
15 dermatology. A member of said board shall be appointed in
16 January of each year by the governor, for a term of three
17 years from the first day of the following February.

1 Section 2. The members of said board shall meet in Febru-
-2 ary in each year at such time or place as they shall determine
3 and shall organize by electing from its own members a chair-
-4 man and a secretary, who shall hold their respective offices
5 for one year. The board shall hold regular meetings in Feb-
-6 ruary, May, August and November, and such additional meet-
-7 ings as it may determine, at such times and places as may be
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8 agreed upon the members.

1 Section 3. There shall be paid by the commonwealth to the
2 secretary of said board a salary of six hundred and twenty-
-3 five dollars and his necessary traveling expenses actually in-
-4 curred in attending to the necessary work of the board, and
5 to each of the other members of the board a salary of two
6 hundred and fifty dollars, and his necessary traveling expenses
7 actually incurred in attending the meetings thereof, and such
8 other expenses of the board as are incurred under this act.

1 Section 4. For the purpose of this act the following words
2 shall, unless the context requires otherwise, have the follow-
-3 ing meanings:
4 “Board”, the board of registration of dermologists estab-
-5 fished under this act.
6 “Dermology”, professional, scientific skin care.
7 “Dermologist”, any person, who with hands or mechanical
8 or electrical apparatus or appliances, or by use of cosmetic
9 preparations, tonics, lotions, or creams engages for compensa-

te) tion in the practice of cleansing, stimulating, manipulating and
11 beautifying the neck, face and body, and apply and instruct
12 clients in professional make-up.

1 Section 5. No person shall engage in the practice of der-
-2 mology or hold himself out as a practitioner of, or being able
3 to practice, unless he is duly licensed by the board or is a
4 qualified dermologist registered under the laws of the com-
-5 monwealth. Whoever violates any provision of this section
6 shall be punished by a fine of not more than one hundred dol-
-7 lars.

1 Section 6. Any person desiring to engage in the practice
2 of dermology shall make application upon a form furnished by
3 the board, which application shall be signed and sworn to by
4 the applicant. Each applicant shall be accompanied by a fee
5 of twenty-five dollars. Each applicant who shall furnish the
6 board with satisfactory proof that he is eighteen years of age
7 or over, of good moral character and that he possesses (1) the
8 education qualifications required for graduation from an ac-
-9 credited high school, (2) a certificate or diploma of graduation
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10 from dermology school licensed under this act, (3) any regis-
-11 tered student who has completed a course of at least ten weeks
12 or three hundred hours in a course of dermology, (4) or a cer-
-13 tificate or diploma from a dermology school in any other state
14 or foreign country, which state or foreign country has stand-
-15 ards equivalent to those required for licensing schools under
16 this act and (5) a basic knowledge of histology, bacteriology
17 and sterilization, electricity, dermatology, physiology, hygiene
18 and equipment necessary for the practice of dermology, shall
19 be examined by the board, by a written and practical examin-
-20 ation only the results of said examination to be made known
21 to each applicant within six weeks after the date of the exam-
-22 ination, and, if he passes such examination, shall be licensed
23 as a qualified dermologist and granted a certificate signed by
24 the chairman and secretary of the board in testimony thereof.
25 Such license shall be valid until August first of the next odd
26 year and may be renewed for a two year period upon applica-
-27 tion therefor on blank forms to be furnished by the board.
28 The fee for each such renewal shall be thirty dollars.
30 Any person who has been licensed as a qualified dermologist

31 or a qualified instructor, or any person to whom a license to
32 conduct a school of dermology has been issued, who fails to
33 renew such license upon its expiry date, may renew the same
34 upon application therefor and payment of the regular renewal
35 fee at any time within two years after said expiry date; if
36 he fails to renew his license prior to the expiration of said
37 two-year period, he shall be required to register as for an
38 original license, take the required examination and pay the
39 appropriate fee.
40 The board shall conduct examinations of applicants desiring
41 to engage in the practice of dermology semiannually in the
42 months of March and September.

1 Section 7. Every person to whom a license has been issued
2 under this act shall cause the same to be recorded in the office
3 of the clerk of the town where he principally practices dermol-
-4 ogy, and if he moves his principal office he shall, before en-
-5 gaging in practice at a new address, notify the board in writ-
-6 ing of the place where he is to engage in practice. If such
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removal is to another town, he shall obtain from the clerk of
the town where his license is recorded a certified copy thereof
and file it with the clerk of such Other town. The fee for re-
cording such license or certified copy thereof shall be one dol-
lar. Every licensed dermologist shall display his license in a
conspicuous place in the principal office wherein he practices
dermology and shall, whenever required, exhibit it to the
board or its authorized representative.
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The practice of dermology shall be engaged in only in a fixed
place or establishment, which place or establishment shall be
provided with such instruments, implements and equipment,
and subject to such sanitary regulations and inspection as said
board may prescribe. Dermology may only be practiced in an
establishment devoted to dermology and/or electrology only.
Nothing in the preceding paragraph, or in any statute, ordi-
nance, provision of law, rule or regulation shall be construed
to prohibit the practice of dermology and the maintenance of
a dermology office, in the licensee’s home or residence; pro-
vided, the licensee complies with the conditions outlined above.
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Section 8. The board may suspend or revoke any license
issued by it after due public hearing upon finding the holder
of such license to be guility of a crime involving moral turpi-
tude, or of unprofessional conduct, which is hereby defined
to include (a) misrepresentation or fraud in the conduct of his
practice, (b) false, fraudulent or misleading advertising, and
(c) fraud or misrepresentation in obtaining a license. Any
dermologist whose license has been suspended or revoked may
apply to the board to have the same reissued, and the license
shall be reissued upon a satisfactory showing to the board that
the cause for dissatisfaction has ceased.
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1 Section 9. Any dermologist aggrieved by any decision or
2 ruling of said board may, within thirty days after receiving
3 in writing notice of such decision or ruling, appeal therefrom
4 to the superior court for the county in which he resides, by
5 filing in the office of the clerk of said court his reasons for
6 appeal, and within seven days thereafter filing a copy thereof
7 with the chairman of said board. The court shall as promptly
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8 as may be, after such notice as it may direct, hear and deter-
-9 mine said appeal. The decision of said court shall be final.

1 Section 10. No licensed dermologist shall issue or make
2 any misrepresentation, false, fraudulent or misleading state-
-3 ments through the press, circulation of advertising matter,
4 radio, television, display signs or otherwise.

1 Section 11. The board shall, upon the application of any
2 school desiring to teach dermology in the commonwealth, in-
-3 spect such school and notify the governing body thereof in
4 writing if said school is approved by the board or if not, what
5 action said school must take in order to be licensed by the
6 board. Such application shall be on a form furnished by the
7 board, which application shall be signed and sworn to by the
8 applicant. Each application shall be accompanied by a fee of
9 fifty dollars. Such license shall be valid for a period of two

10 years from its date of issue and may be renewed for a like
11 period upon application therefor on blank forms to be furn-
-12 ished by the board. The fee for each such renewal shall be
13 fifty dollars. The board and the commissioner of public health,
14 acting in an advisory capacity, shall further establish stand-
-15 ards to be met by said dermology school and shall require the
16 school to maintain the prescribed course of study. When in
17 the opinion of the board such standards have been met by
18 said school, a license of approval shall be awarded to it. No
19 school, not so licensed, may teach dermology. Instructors in
20 licensed schools shall be licensed by the board and shall devote
21 their time, exclusively, while on school premises to teaching
22 the theory and practice of dermology. No person may instruct
23 in any dermology school in the commonwealth unless he is so
24 licensed; provided, however, that upon application by a derm-
-25 ology school a person may lecture in said school on the subject
26 of histology, bacteriology, sterilization, electricity, dermatol-
-27 ogy, physiology, hygiene or equipment necessary for the prac-
-28 tice of dermology without being so licensed, if in the opinion
29 of the board, said person is properly qualified in any of the
30 above named subjects and is approved by the board to lecture
31 on a subject in which he is found qualified. Each application
32 shall be made upon a form furnished by the board and shall
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33 be made upon a form furnished by the board and shall be
34 accompanied by a fee of five dollars. Such approval by the
35 board shall be valid for two years from the date of issue. If at
36 any an approved school has, in the opinion of the board, low-
-37 ered its standards below those established by the board, such
38 license, after notice and hearing, may be revoked by the board.
39 Any applicant aggrieved by the refusal of the board to ap-
-40 prove a dermology school shall be entitled to have the reason-
-41 ableness of such refusal reviewed by a justice of the superior
42 court whose decision shall be final.
43 Any licensed dermologist, desiring to instruct in the practice
44 and theory of dermology in a school licensed under this sec-
-45 tion, shall make application upon a form furnished by the
46 board. Such application shall be signed and sworn to by the
47 applicant, and shall be accompanied by a fee of twenty-five
48 dollars. Each applicant, who shall furnish the board with sat-
-49 isfactory proof that for at least one year he has been actively
50 engaged in the practice of dermology and that he possesses the
51 qualifications to instruct students in the theory and practice
52 of dermology. Shall be given an examination by the board and,
53 if he passes such examinations, shall be licensed as a qualified
54 instructor, and granted a license signed by the chairman and
55 the secretary of the board in testimony thereof. Such license
56 shall be valid for a period of two years from the date of its
57 issue, and may be renewed for a like period upon application
58 therefor on blank forms to be furnishedby the board. The fee
59 for each such renewal shall be ten dollars. Such license shall
60 be valid only when instructing in a dermology school licensed
61 under this section.

1 Section 12. The board may make and shall publish neces-
-2 sary rules and regulations for the proper discharge of its du-
-3 ties and the enforcement of this act.

1 Section 13. Whoever violates any provisions of this act,
2 inclusive, for which a penalty is not otherwise prescribed, or
3 any rule or regulation of the board shall be punished by a fine
4 of not more than twenty-dollars.

1 Section 14. The board may, upon the payment of a fee of
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2 twenty-five dollars, grant, without examination, a license to
3 practice dermology, and issue a certificate, to any person li-
-4 censed or registered under the laws of any other state, which
5 state, in the opinion of the board, shall require a degree of
6 competency equal to that required of applicants for licensure
7 as dermologists in this commonwealth, and which extends a
8 like courtesy to dermologists licensed in this commonwealth.
9 The board shall, upon the payment of a fee of fifty dollars,

10 examine any person who makes application, upon a form furn-
-11 ished by the board, for a license to practice dermology, pro-
-12 vided such applicant furnishes the board with satisfactory
13 proof that he 'is eighteen years of age or over, of good moral
14 character, and furnishes the board with documentary proof
15 that he has been actively engaged in the practice of dermology
16 in another state for not less than ten years immediately pre-
-17 ceding the date of his application. If such person passes such
18 examination, the board shall grant him a license to practice
19 dermology and shall issue him a certificate signed by the
20 chairman and secretary of the board in testimony thereof.
21 Such license shall be valid until August first of the next odd
22 year and may be renewed for a two year period upon applica-
-23 tion thereof upon a form furnished by the board. The fee for
24 such renewal shall be thirty dollars.
25 The Board may make such reasonable rules and regulations
26 as are necessary for the proper conduct of schools, qualifica-
-27 tions of instructors, courses of study, and hours of study, and
28 as to standards of professional reaining.
29 Any hairdresser, electrologisit, cosmetologist, barber, regis-
-30 tered nurse, practical nurse, or anyone who is a biology major
31 or has had college credits in biology will be allowed credit.
32 Said credit hours to be determined by school of Dermology
33 registered under the commonwealth of Massachusetts.




