
SENATE 433

By Mr. Wetmore, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 433) of
Robert D. Wetmore, Iris K. Holland and others for legislation to further
regulate the discontinuance of water supply to certain cities and towns.
Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act further regulating the discontinuance of water
SUPPLY TO CERTAIN CUTES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 sorting after section 41C the following section:
3 Section Any town, water supply district or fire district
4 duly established by law which has been furnishing a supply
5 of water to any city or town for a period of years without a
6 written contract, shall be deemed to be a party to a contract
7 with such city or town for such water.
8 Any town, water supply district or fire district shall not
9 discontinue a supply of water to any city or town except for

10 failure of the city or town to pay at the rate agreed upon for
11 water furnished within three months of receipt of a bill. Any
12 discontinuance of water shall be subject to the written approval
13 of the department of public health.
14 In the event any disagreement of water rates, or any other
15 dispute arises betweeen the parties to a contract under this
16 section, the matter shall be referred to a disinterested three
17 rr m arbitration board. Each party shall appoint one dis-

nterested member of the board, preferably with expertise in
19 the water works field, and the two persons thus appointed
20 shall in turn select an acceptable disinterested third member
21 of the board. In the event either party refuses to accept the
22 decision of the arbitration board, the matter shall be referred
23 to and decided by the superior court.
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