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By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 465) of
Barney Frank, the Massachusetts Chapter of the National Association
of Social Workers, by Sybil Goldman, and Jack H. Backman for legisla-
tion to further regulate financial and medical assistance to eligible persons.
Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act further regulating financial and medical assistance
TO eligible persons.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose, which is to provide medical care and other assistance
for the indigent, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency
law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public con-
venience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 117 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph, as last
3 amended by chapter 758 of the Acts of 1975, and inserting in
4 place thereof the following paragraph:
5 The commonwealth, acting by and through the department
6 of public welfare, shall assist, to the extent practicable, all
7 poor and indigent persons residing therein, whenever they
8 stand in need of such assistance. The aid furnished shall be
9 determined by the department on the basis of the oircum-

-10 stances surrounding each application, shall be sufficient to
11 maintain an adequate standard of living for the poor and
12 indigent applicant and his immediate familiy who are eligible
13 as hereinafter provided, shall be in an amount to be determined
14 in accordance with budgetary standards of the department
15 and shall be granted from the date of the application there-
-16 for; provided, however, that such assistance shall not, in any
17 form or manner, include the purchase of furniture and shall
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18 include payment for such items of medical care and services
as provided by the department under Chapter 118 E of the
General Laws.
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1 Section 2. Said chapter 117 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 4, as appearing in chapter 618 of the Acts
of 1975, and inserting in place thereof the following sec-
tion:

2
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4
5 Section //. No student shall be eligible for assistance under

this chapter, either as an applicant or as the dependent of
an applicant.
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1 Section 3. Section two of chapter 363 A of the acts of 1977
is hereby amended in Item 4406 - 2000 by striking out the
word “limited” and by striking out the words “provided, that
not more than four million dollars may be expended for said
medical services”.
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Section 4. This act shall take effect upon passage.1


