
SENATE 583

By Ms. Amick, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 583) of
Carol C. Amick for legislation to establish a restitution process in relation
to crimes against property. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act establishing a restitution process in relation to
CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Whoever commits a crime against the property of another
2 resulting in damages to another person, including damages
3 for loss of use of said property by its owner or person in right-
-4 ful possession thereof, shall, upon conviction of said crime and
5 at the time of sentencing, if said sentence includes imprison-
-6 ment for any term, be given the opportunity to offer resititu-
-7 tion of the amount of damages resulting from such crime. If
8 the defendant elects to make such restitution, the court, after
9 hearing evidence relevant to the damages suffered by the

10 victim of said crime as a result thereof, shall fix the amount
11 of damages for restitution purposes. Within five days after
12 the defendant commences his term of imprisonment, a confer-
-13 ference shall be held at the place of incarceration at which the
14 prisoner, the victim or his representative, a representative of
15 the parole board and a representative of the imprisonment
16 facility shall be present. At said conference, after discussion
17 among said persons, an agreement shall be made on the follow-

-18 ing matters: (1) the manner and time within which restitu-
-19 tion of the amount of money damages by the court shall be
20 made to the victim by the prisoner; (2) the reduction of the
21 sentence by early parole which shall be awarded to the
22 prisoner in return for and upon completion of said restitution;
23 (3) the feasibility of a work release program whereby the
24 prisoner shall make such restitution; and (4) the feasibility
25 of alternative community service work which might be per-
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formed by the prisoner in lieu of monetary restitution. Upon
reaching an agreement, said agreement shall be reduced to
writing and signed by theprisoner, the victim, the parole board
and person in charge of the imprisonment facility, and all
things necessary to implement said agreement shall be done
by the parties in accordance with their respective duties re-
quired by the agreement. If no agreement is reached, or if
after an agreement has been made, the prisoner fails to per-
form his duties thereunder, the agreement and the restitution
process set forth hereunder shall cease and become void.
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