
SENATE 643

By Mr. Lewis, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 643) of
Arthur Joseph Lewis, Jr., for legislation relative to automatically allowing
an estate of homestead to the extent of thirty thousand dollars. The
Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act automatically allowing an estate of homestead to
THE EXTENT OF THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter one hundred and eighty-eight of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking out section one, as most recent-
-3 ly amended by chapter four hundred and seven of the acts of
4 175, and inserting in place thereof the following section:
5 Section 1. A householder shall be entitled to acquire an es-
-6 tate of homestead to the extent of thirty thousand dollars in
7 value in the land and buildings thereon owned or rightly pos-
-8 sessed by lease or otherwise and occupied by him as a resi-
-9 dence automatically without the necessity of filing any forms

10 legal or otherwise; and such estate shall be exempt from the
11 laws of conveyance, descent and devise and from attachment,
12 levy on execution and sale for the payment of his debts or leg-
-13 acies, except
14 (1) Sale for taxes.
15 (2) Attachment, levy and sale in thefollowing cases:
16 (a) For a debt contracted previous to the acquisition of said
17 estate of homestead.
18 (b) For a debt contracted for the purchase thereof.
19 (c) Upon an execution issued from the probate court to en-
-20 force its decree that a husband pay a certain amount weekly
21 or otherwise to support his wife or minor children.
22 (d) Where buildings on land not owned by the householder
23 are attached, levied upon or sold for the ground rent of the
24 lot of land whereon they stand.
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