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SENATE No. 674

By Mr. McCarthy, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 674) of
Robert E. McCarthy, Elaine Noble, Barbara E. Gray, Lois G. Pines and
others for legislation to further regulate certain limitations on lots in
cemeteries. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act further regulating certain limitations on lots
IN CEMETERIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 114 of General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 29 and inserting in place thereof the following
3 Section:
4 Section 29. Lots in cemeteries incorporated under section
5 one, tombs in public cemeteries in cities and lots and tombs
6 in public cemeteries in towns, shall be held indivisible, and
7 upon the decease of a proprietor of such lot the title thereto
8 shall vest in the heirs at law or devisees of the deceased sub-
-9 ject to the following limitations and conditions: If the deceased

10 leaves a spouse and children, they shall have the possession,
11 care and control of said lot or tomb in common during the life
12 of such surviving spouse. If the deceased leaves a spouse and
13 no children, said spouse shall have possession, care and control
14 of such lots or tombs during life. If the deceased leaves
15 children and no spouse, they shall have in common in posses-
-16 sion, care and control of such lots or tombs during their joint
17 lives, and the survivor of them during his life. The persons in
18 possession, care and control of such lots or tombs may erect
19 a monument and make other permanent improvements there-

-20 on. The surviving spouse shall have a right of permanent
21 interment for his own body in such lot or tomb with the con-
-22 sent of heirs. If two or more persons are entitled to the
23 possession, care and control of such lot or tomb, they shall
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designate in writing to the clerk of the corporation, or if it is
a tomb or lot in a public cemetery, to the board of cemetery
commissioners, if any, or to the town clerk, which of their
number shall represent the lot; and in default of such desig-
nation, the board of trustees or directors of the corporation,
the board of cemetery commissioners, if any, or the board of
health if such lots or tombs are in public cemeteries in towns,
shall enter of record which of said persons shall represent the
lot during such default. The surviving spouse may release his
right in such lot, but no conveyance or devise by any other
person shall deprive him of such right.
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