
By Mr. Sisitsky, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 725) o

Alan D. Sisitsky for legislation to advise an alien of the potential con-

sequences of a criminal conviction upon their immigration status. The
Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act to advise an alien of the potential consequences of a
CRIMINAL CONVICTION UPON THEIR IMMIGRATION STATUS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 278 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 serting after Section 29C, as amended by Section 2 of Chapter

3 310 of the Acts of 1962, a new section as follows:
4 Sectio'n 29D: Conviction Upon Plea of Guilty or Nolo Con-
-5 tendere; Motion to Vacate:
6 The Court shall not accept a plea of guilty or nolo com
7 tendere from any defendant in any criminal proceeding unless
8 the Court advises him of the following: “If you are not a
9 citizen of the United States, you are hereby advised that con-

-10 viction of the offense for which you have been charged may
11 have the consequences of deportation, exclusion from admis-
-12 sion to the United States, or denial of naturalization, pursuant
13 to the laws of the United States.”
14 If the Court fails so to advise the defendant, and he later
15 at any time shows that his plea and conviction may have one
16 of the enumerated consequences, the Court, on the defendant’s
17 motion, shall vacate the judgment, and permit the defendant to
18 withdraw the plea of guilty or nolo contendere, and enter a
19 plea of “not guilty.” Absent a record that the Court provided
20 the advisement required by this section, the defendant shall be
21 presumed not to have received the required advisement.
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