
[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See Senate No. 790 of 1977]

By Mr. Walsh, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 766) of
Thomas Phillips and Joseph B. Walsh for legislation to provide for the
preservation of testimony in the probate courts. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act providing for the preservation of testimony in the

PROBATE COURTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 217 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amendedby inserting after section 8A the following section:
3 Section 88. The chief judge of the probate courts shall pro-
-4 vide for the preservation of a record of testimony by elec-
-5 tronic means in all contested proceedings in said courts, and
6 for making said record available in the same form as present -

7 ly prescribed for the district courts of the commonwealth.
8 The chief judge of the probate courts may enter into such
9 contracts as he deems appropriate and necessary for the pur-

10 chase, installation and maintenance of the recording devices,
11 related equipment, accessories, and supplies, the cost of which
12 shall be borne by an increase of five dollars in the fee for
13 entry of a complaint for divorce and by the institution of a
14 new fee of five dollars for entry of a complaint for separate
15 support. Said increase and new fee of five dollars shall not
16 be placed in the general fund but shall be maintained as a
17 separate fund to be used solely for the purposes of this sec-
-18 tion. The chief judge of the probate courts may promulgate
19 such rules and regulations as are necessary and desirable for
20 the uniform implementation of this system in the probate
21 courts.
22 A record made pursuant to this section shall be the official
23 record of the proceedings. Said record, a copy thereof certi-
-24 tied in the same form as presently prescribed for the district
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25 courts of the commonwealth, shall be admissible as evidence
26 of testimony given whenever proof of such testimony is other-
-27 wise competent.

1 Section 2. Chapter 262 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the second paragraph and inserting
3 in place thefollowing paragraph:
4 For the entry of a complaint for divorce or for affirming or
5 annulling marriage, forty-three dollars, and for the entry of a
6 complaint for separate support, five dollars.
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