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By Mr. Brennan (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate
No. 808) of Evelyn Horton for legislation to prohibit the killing or taking
of certain animals and providing a study of said species. Natural Re-
sources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight

An Act to prohibit the killing or taking of certain animals
AND PROVIDING A STUDY OF SAID SPECIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The provisions of any general or specific law or
2 any rule or regulation by the division of fisheries and wildlife
3 to the contrary notwithstanding, Chapter 131 of the General
4 Laws is hereby amended by adding “thereto” to the follow-
-5 ing section; the killing or taking of any black bear is hereby
6 specifically prohibited for a period of five years.

1 Section 2. The division of fisheries and wildlife is hereby
2 authorized and directed to conduct an indepth study into the
3 populations of the black bear in order to obtain the following
4 information; animals’ present population, future population
5 outlooks based on animal population’s reproductive potential,
6 geographic distribution of the various animal populations, the
7 effect of various hunting and trapping rules and regulations
8 on the stability of said populations, effect of habitat destruc-
-9 tion on the animal populations, and any other area of concern

10 the division of fisheries and wildlife identifies. The division of
11 fisheries and wildlife shall include in its report to be filed with
12 the clerks of The Senate and House of Representatives on or
13 before the first Wednesday in December of 1979, the afore-
-14 mentioned information along with any recommendations for
15 legislation, and a detailed explanation of the methodology
16 used to conduct the study.
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