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ln the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act to establish uniform procedures for individual
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEM APPLICATIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 111 of the General Laws is amended by adding
2 after Section 31D the following new section:

3 Section 3IE. Any health officer or board of health for any
4 city, town, or district, whose authority includes the issuance
5 of permit for construction, maintenance or alteration of indi-
-6 vidual sewage disposal systems for residential buildings of
7 not more than four dwelling units shall act upon an applica-

-8 tion for such a permit to construct, maintain or alter such a
9 system within forty-five days from the date upon which such
10 application is filed with said health officer or board of health.
11 For the puipose of this section an application shall be con-
-12 sidered filed on the date upon which an application is pre-
-13 sented by the person who is seeking the permit, to the health
14 officer, board of health, or an agent thereof. Also, for the
15 purpose of this section “action on an application” shall be con-

-16 sidered to be approval of the application and issuance of the
17 permit to construct, maintain or alter, or disapproval of said

application with a written specification of all reasons for such
19 disapproval. The written specification of reasons in the case
20 of disapproval shall include all information necessary in order
21 to ascertain where and why the application or the proposed
22 system or both fail to comply with local or state sanitary code
23 requirements.

24 Failure by a health officer or board of health to act within
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25 the forty-five day period as prescribed in this section shall be
26 deemed to operate as conditional approval of the application
27 and proposed sewage disposal system. Such a conditional
28 approval shall become final if within fifteen days following
29 the expiration of said forty-five day period, the applicant files
30 a notice, in writing by certified mail of the failure to act and
31 a written statement of an independent certified sanitary
32 engineer that the proposed sewage disposal system meets all j
33 requirements of the applicable local or state sanitary health
34 code.
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