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SENATE No. 873
By Mr. Hall (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 873)

of Walter C. White, Jr., for legislation relative to the sale of firearms.
Public Safety.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight

An Act relative to the sale of firearms.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 121 of chapter 140 of the general laws, as most re-
2 cently amended by chapter 296 of the acts of 1959 is hereby
3 amended by striking out clauses (A) and (B) and inserting in
4 place thereof the following;
5 (A) Any firearm, shoulder arm or hand held arm, which
6 was designed, patented or manufacturer prior to 1900 and
7 which was designed to use a propellant charge of black powder
8 only, to include muzzle loading, front loading, or breech load-
-9 ing arms, smoothbore or rifled, of the following types:

10 1. In which the ignition or priming system was separate
11 from the powder charge or cartridge, such as: matchlock,
12 wheellock, snaphaunce, flintlock and any percussion lock sys-
-13 tem using a separate primer, to include: cap, pill, tube, pellet,
14 disc or tape or similar device.
15 2. In which the primer is a component part of the cartridge,
16 such as: tit fire, pin fire, lip fire, rim fire or center fire, and
17 the cartridge for which designed is obsolete and is no longer
18 manufactured in the United States and is not readily avail-
-19 able in ordinary channels of commercial trade.
20 (B) Any replica of any type of arm covered in clause (A)
21 which is designed to use the same powder charge, cartridge
22 or ignition system as the original arm, and which has not been
23 redesigned to use any other propellant than black powder.
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