
SENATE 905

By Mr. Zarod, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 905) of the
Fire Chief’s Association of Massachusetts, by John E. Harrington, Jr.,
Stanley J. Zarod and Richard T. Moore for legislation relative to the
storage of compressed air. Public Safety.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act relative to the storage of compressed air.

Whereas, the deferred operation of this Act would tend to de-
feat its purpose which is to preserve the safety of the citizens of
the Commonwealth, therefore, it is declared to be an emergency
law necessary for the immediate preservation of the public con-
venience.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 34 of Chapter 146 of the General Laws as most re-
-2 cently amended by Chapter 139 of the Acts of 1962 is hereby
3 further amended by inserting after the last paragraph the fol-
-4 lowing new paragraph; Portable tanks and bottles contain-
-5 ing compressed air used for breathing purposes while combat-
-6 ting fires or used in rescue operations in contaminated areas;
7 and storage tanks and mechanical filling systems used to fill
8 such portable tanks and bottles shall be exempt from the pro-
-9 visions of this section; provided that such tanks, bottles and

10 mechanical filling systems bear the stamp of approval from the
11 Interstate Commerce Commission (1.C.C.) or have been in-
-12 spected and approved by an inspector of the Commonwealth of
13 Massachusetts, Department of Public Safety, who is authorized
14 to make such inspections.

15 All storage tanks and mechanical filling systems must meet
16 recognized national standards of safety and purity, and fur-
-17 ther, such portable tanks and bottles must also be hydrostat-
-18 ically tested every five (5) years as required by the Common-
-19 wealth of Massachusetts, Department of Public Safety.
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