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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act relative to the valuation and assessment of land
UNDER A PERMANENT CONSERVATION OR PRESERVATION RESTRICTION.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The fourth paragraph of section 11 of chapter 59
2 of the General Laws as added by section 1 of chapter 719 of
3 the acts of 1972 is hereby stricken.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 59 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 11 the following section:
3 Section 11A. For the purpose of aiding local assessors in
4 the valuation of land under permanent conservation or preser-
-5 vation restrictions, a conservation and preservation lands
6 valuation committee is hereby created, the members of which
7 shall be the commissioner of corporations and taxation as
8 chairman, the secretary of environmental affairs, and the
9 secretary of communities and development or their respective

10 designees. The committee shall also include three members
11 appointed by the Governor, one of whom shall be a member
12 of Massachusetts Historical Commission, one of whom shall
13 be a member of a local board of assessors and one of whom
14 shall be a member of a charitable corporation or trust whose
15 pmpose is conservation of land or water areas or historical
16 preservation. Said committee members shall be reimbursed
17 for their usual and incidental expenses in the course of the
18 services of the committee. The committee shall meet from
19 time to time at the call of any of the above commissioners or
20 secretaries, prior to January 1 of each year, and shall
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21 determine, for application during the ensuing year, a set of
22 guidelines for the valuation of land under permanent conser-
-23 vation or preservation restriction. The annual list of value
24 ranges and guidelines so determined shall be published by the
25 commissioner of corporations and taxation and shall be mailed
26 by him to the board of assessors of each city and town no later
27 than February first of each year. In determining such guide-
-28 lines and value ranges, the committee shall consider at a
29 minimum thefollowing:
30 1. The value of various types of land before and after being
31 made subject to conservation and preservation restric-
-32 1 ions. ■ i
33 2. The need for guidelines to assure predictability and
34 uniformity in taxation of conservation and preservation
35 restrictions.
36 Real estate permanently restricted under section seventeen
37 B of chapter twenty-one, section one hundred and five of chap-

-38 ter one hundred and thirty, section forty A of chapter one
39 hundred and thirty-one and sections thirty-one, thirty-two and
40 thirty-three of chapter one hundred and eighty-four shall be
41 assessed as a separate parcel. The initial assessment as a
42 separate parcel shall be made on January first of the year
43 following the conveyance of such restriction. The board of
44 assessors of a city or town, in valuing such land subject to
45 permanent conservation and preservation restrictions shall
46 be guided by the guidelines and the list or ranges of value
47 published pursuant to this section.


