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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act relative to appeals from a refusal of assessors to
GRANT AN ABATEMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 64 of chapter 59 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most
3 recently amended by section 1 of chapter 677 of the acts of
4 1975, and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:
5 A person aggrieved by the refusal of assessors to abate a
6 tax on personal property at least one half of which has been
7 paid, or a tax on a parcel of real estate, may, within three
8 months after receiving the notice of the assessors’ decision on
9 an application for an abatement as provided in section sixty-

-10 three, or within three months after the time when the ap-
-11 plication for abatement is deemed to be denied as hereinafter
12 provided, appeal therefrom by filing a complaint with the clerk
13 of the county commissioners, or of the board authorized to
14 hear and determine such complaints, for the county where
15 the property taxed lies, and if on hearing the board finds that
16 the property has been overrated and that the complainant has
17 complied with all applicable provisions of law, it shall make a
IS reasonable abatement and an order as to costs; provided, that
19 if the tax due for the full fiscal year on a parcel of real estate
20 is more than two thousand dollars, said tax shall not be abated
21 unless the full amount of said tax due has been paid without
22 the incurring of any interest charges on any part of said tax
23 pursuant to section fifty-seven of chapter fifty-nine of the
24 General Laws, and provided, further, that for the purposes of
25 this condition a sum not less than an amount equal to the aver-
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26 age of the tax assessed on the parcel for each of the three
27 years next preceding the year of assessment, as reduced by
28 abatement, if any, may be deemed to be the tax due but the
29 provisions of said section fifty-seven of said chapter fifty-nine
30 shall apply to the amount of the tax deemed to be due and the
31 payment of said sum without incurring any interest charges
32 on any part thereof shall be deemed to be payment of the tax,
33 and provided, further that at least the difference between the
34 amount actually paid pursuant to the foregoing proviso and
35 the amount which would have been payable pursuant to the
36 provisions of said section fifty-seven of said chapter fifty-nine
37 shall be paid prior to filing a complaint pursuant to this sec-
38 tion. No appeal may be taken under this section with respect
39 to a tax on property in Revere or Winthrop.

1 Section 2. The provisions of this act shall apply to taxes
due for the fiscal years commencing on July first, nineteen
hundred and seventy-eight, and thereafter.
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