
SENATE 1180

By Mr. Timilty, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1180) of
Massachusetts Fair Share, by Kathy Gorman, president, Joseph F. Timilty,
William M. Bulger and Joseph B. Walsh for legislation to increase the
payment on overdue property taxes. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-eight.

An Act increasing the interest penalty on overdue property

TAXES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of thesame, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 57 of Chapter 59 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the second sentence, as most
3 recently amended by Section 1 of Chapter 250 of the acts of
4 1976, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:
5 If any betterment assessment or apportionment thereof, water
6 rate or annual sewer use charge added to such tax, or more
7 than one half of the balance of any such tax as reduced by any
8 abatement, remains unpaid either after November first of the
9 fiscal year in which it is payable, or after the thirtieth day

10 after the date on which the bill for such tax was mailed after
11 October first, interest at the rate of fourteen per cent per an-
-12 num for the unpaid amount if over $5,000 and 10 per cent per
13 annum for the unpaid amount under $5,000, shall be computed
14 from October first, or from the date the bill for such tax was
15 mailed if mailed after October first, and shall be paid on so
16. much of the unpaid amount as is in excess of said one-half
17 of such balance.

1 Section 2. Section 62 of Chapter 60 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the fiist sentence of the first
3 paragraph as most recently amended by Section 3 of Chapter
4 250 of the acts of 1976 and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-5 lowing sentence:—Any person having an interest in land
6 taken or sold for non-payment of taxes, including those as-
-7 sessed under sections twelve, thirteen, and fourteen of Chapter
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8 59, or his heirs of assigns, at anytime prior to the filing of a
9 petition for foreclosure under Section 65, if the land has been

10 taken or purchased by the town and has not been assigned,
11 may redeem the same by paying or tendering to the treasurer
12 the amount of the tax title account of the land being redeemed,
13 and interest at 18 per cent upon the original sum if over
14 $5,000, and fourteen per cent upon the original sum if under
15 $5,000 for which the land was taken or sold, from the date of
16 sale, and upon each sum certified in accordance with Section
17 61, from the date of certification, together with all charges
18 lawfully added to the tax title account of such land subsequent-
-19 ly to such taking or sale, or may redeem the same by paying
20 or tendering to said treasurer installments on account of the
21 tax title account, each of which except the last, shall be in
22 amount not less than twenty-five per cent of the sum for which
23 the land was originally sold, together with the full amount of
24 interest, as aforesaid, to the date of payment of the amount
25 of tax title account or balance threeof remaining due at the
26 time of such payment, and all charges lawfully added as afore-
-27 said, until the full amount of the tax title account, with in-
-28 terest as aforesaid and all such charges, is paid.

1 Section 3. Section 63 of Chapter 60 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the third sentence as most
3 recently amended by Section 4 of Chapter 250 of the acts of
4 1976, and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:
5 If the amount so paid is less than the purchaser or assignee was
6 entitled to, the balance with interest at eighteen per cent per
7 annum for amounts of over $5,000, and fourteen per cent per
8 annum for amounts if under $5,000, may after demand there-
-9 fore be recovered in contract by the purchaser or assignee

10 against the person paying such amount, if the action is com-
il menced within three months after such payment to the treas-
-12 urer.

1 Section 4. Section 68 of Chapter 60 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the second sentence of the
3 first paragraph as most recently amended by Section 5 of
4 Chapter 250 of the acts of 1976, and inserting in place thereof
5 the following sentence: Thereupon the court shall hear the
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6 parties, and may in any case in its discretion make a finding
7 allowing the party to redeem, within a time fixed by the court,
8 upon payment to the petitioner of an amount sufficient to cover
9 the original sum, costs, interest at the rate of eighteen per cent

10 per annum if the unpaid amount is over $5,000 and fourteen
11 per cent per annum if the unpaid amount is under $5,000 and
12 all subsequent taxes, cost and interest to which the petitioner
13 may be entitled under Section 61 or 62, together with the costs
14 of the preceding and such counsel fee as the court deems rea-
-15 sonable.

1 Section 5. Section lof this act shall go into effect on July
2 1 of the fiscal year immediately after enactment; and sections
3 two, three and four of this act shall apply only in the case of
4 land purchased or taken under a tax title on or after the ef-
-5 fective date of this act.
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