
SENATE 76

By Mr. Edward L. Burke, a petition (accompanied by bill Senate, No.
76) of Edward L. Burke for legislation to make certain corrective changes
in the law regulating rent in advance for the last month of a residential
tenancy. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act making certain corrective changes in the law

REGULATING RENT IN ADVANCE FOR THE LAST MONTH OF A RESI-
DENTIAL TENANCY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives m General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 158 of chapter 186 of the General Laws
2 as inserted by Chapter 553 of the Acts of 1978 is hereby
3 amended by adding after paragraph (3) (b), the following
4 new paragraph:

5 (3) (c) A lessor of residential real property who holds rent
6 in advance for the last month of the tenancy pursuant to this
7 section for a period of eleven months or longer shall, beginning
8 with the first day of the tenancy, pay interest at the rate of
9 five per cent per year, payable to the tenant at the end of

10 each year of tenancy. Such interest shall be payable upon
11 said rent in advance for only the eleven months preceding the
12 last month of the tenancy. Such interest shall be paid over
13 to the tenant each year as provided in this clause, provided,
14 however, that in the event that the tenancy is terminated
15 before the anniversary date of the tenancy, the tenant shall
16 receive all accrued interest within thirty days of such termi-
-17 nation. Such interest shall be beyond the claims of such lessor,
18 except as provided for in this section. At the end of each year
19 of tenancy, such lessor shall give or send to the tenant the
20 interest which is due or a notification that the tenant may
21 deduct the interest from the tenant’s next rental payment.
22 If, after thirty days from the end of each year of the tenancy,
23 the tenant has not received such notice or payment, the tenant
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24 may deduct from his next rent payment the interest due.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect on September 1, 1979.


