
SENATE 275

By Mr. Harold, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 275) of
Paul D. Harold and John M. Gillis for legislation to provide that certain
candidates for public office contribute to the cost of recounts. Election
Laws.

(EnmmmuitpaUb of fHaaaadjuaptta

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act providing that certain candidates for public office
CONTRIBUTE TO THE COST OF RECOUNTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The second paragraph of section 135 of chap-
-2 ter 54 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chap-
-3 ter 879 of the acts of 1977, is hereby amended by striking out
4 the second sentence and inserting in place thereof the follow-
-5 ing two sentences: Any candidate on whose behalf a re-
-6 count is being conducted who has received less than fifty
7 percent of the number of votes received by the nominee in
8 such primary or preliminary election or less than fifty percent
9 of the votes received by the person declared elected in such

10 election shall post a bond with the city or town clerk in the
11 amount of one half the estimated cost of such recount as
12 determined by such clerk. The city or town clerk shall forth-
-13 with transmit to the registrars of voters such petition bond
14 and statement, and the envelopes or container containing all
15 records of the election, including the sealed envelopes con-
-16 taining the ballots cast, the original tally sheets, the en-
-17 velopes containing the spoiled and unused ballots, the voting
18 lists used at the election, the certificates issued to voters
19 omitted from the voting list, the precinct clerk’s election
20 record, the absentee ballot envelopes and applications for such
21 absentee ballots as were cast at the election, the lists of
22 voters who were sent absentee ballots with the notation as
23 to whether such ballots were cast or rejected or whether
24 such voter voted in person, and the sealed envelopes contain-
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ing the ballots rejected as defective. In the case of a recount
of the votes for an office any candidate for such office shall,
upon his request, be permitted to obtain and examine the
record books and the clerk of the precinct’s book, so called,
where used, and may require that a count be made of the
number of persons checked as having voted on the voting
lists used at each precinct, and that an examination be made
of the figures on each ballot box register.
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1 Section 2. The eleventh paragraph of said section 135 of
said chapter 54, as so appearing, is hereby amended by adding
the following sentence: Any candidate who has been re-
quired to post a bond for a recount and fails to be certified
or elected shall pay to the registrars of voters one half the
cost of such recount.
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