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By Mr. Walsh, a petition (accompanied by bill. Senate, No. 466) of
Russell J. Rowell, M.D., and Joseph B. Walsh for legislation to clarify the
meaning of clinics subject to licensure. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act to clarify the meaning of clinics subject to
LICENSURE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

(Flip (Ernmumturealltj of ißamiachtiaelti;

1 Section 52 of Chapter 111 of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by Section 3 of Chapter 1186 of the Acts of
3 1973, is hereby further amended by striking out the definition
4 of “clinic” appearing therein and substituting therefor the fol-
-5 lowing definition of “clinic”;
6 “Clinic”, any facility, whether at a fixed location or in a
7 mobile unit serving certain territory, which is advertised, an-
-8 nounced, established or maintained for the purpose of provid-
-9 ing medical, surgical, dental, restoration or mental hygiene

10 services to persons not residing therein on the basis of actual
11 joint responsibility of practitioners for provision of such serv-
-12 ices. For the purposes of this section, actual joint responsibil-
-13 ity of practitioners means the provision of services at a facil-
-14 ity by or under the direction of two or more physicians, psy-
-15 chologists, podiatrists, optometrists, dentists, or chiropractors
16 licensed to practice within the commonwealth in such a man-
-17 ner that no one such practitioner is primarily or regularly
18 responsible for services rendered to a given patient at the
19 facility. A facility shall not be considered to operate on a basis
20 of actual joint responsibility of practitioners solely due to any
21 or all of the following: (a) that practitioners occasionally
22 provide services to each other’s patients on either a tempo-
-23 rary coverage or consulting basis: (b) that practitioners share
24 the services of employees, representatives, or agents; (c) that
25 practitioners discuss patient’s cases among themselves for pur-
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26 poses of peer review, consultation, or otherwise; (d) that prac-
-27 titioners share common facilities and equipment, or central-
-28 ized administrative services or systems, or (e) that practi-
-29 tioners provide their patients with more comprehensive serv-
-30 ices than they could if they were in solo practices. A facility
31 may be considered to advertise or announce itself to the pub-
-32 lie as being operated on the basis of actual joint responsibility
33 of practitioners where it is operated, maintained, advertised,
34 or announced under a name which includes the words “clinic”,
35 “dispensary”, “institute”, or “center”. “Clinic” shall not in-
-36 elude a clinic conducted by a hospital licensed under section
37 fifty-one or a clinic conducted under the authority of the
38 commonwealth or a local health department. Clinics shall not
39 provide overnight care.


