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By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 493) of
Jack H. Backman for legislation to authorize the Massachusetts Rehabil-
itation Commission to provide expanded opportunity to handicapped per-
sons who have reached the age of 21 needing vocational rehabilitation
and training services. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act authorizing the Massachusetts rehabilitation com-
mission TO PROVIDE EXPANDED OPPORTUNITY TO HANDICAPPED
PERSONS WHO HAVE REACHED THE AGE OF 21 NEEDING VOCATIONAL
REHABILITATION AND TRAINING SERVICES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

SENATE No. 493
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1 Section 1. It is hereby declared that educational services
2 and vocational training are inextricably linked to and neces-
-3 sary for the full realization of occupational and employment
4 potential; and that failure to provide, for whatever reason,
5 any individual equal access to educational services or voca-
-6 tional training up to a level which that individual has the
7 capability to utilize, always substantially limits that indi-
-8 vidual’s occupational and employment potential; and that such
9 an aforementioned failure constitutes a serious menace in-

-10 jurious inimical and contrary to the wholesome and reason-
-11 able maintenance of the public good; and that the disabling
12 factors or attributes visited upon a handicapped individual
13 represent the most severe, often singular, impediment to the
14 attainment of educational services or vocational training; and
15 that while the special educational programs as authorized by
16 federal and state law are of great value to the educational and
17 vocational training efforts made on behalf of handicapped
18 children, many handicapped adults, nevertheless, have never
19 participated in any of the aforesaid programs or having so
20 participated, require either initial or continued special educa-
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21 tion program participation; and that the denial of equal access
22 to educational services and vocational training which is based
23 solely upon the age of a handicapped individual, is discrimina-
-24 tory and moreover constitutes a social and economic liability
25 necessitating an excessive expenditure of public funds for the
26 preservation of the health, safety and welfare of all such indi-
-27 viduals; and that a public exigency exists which makes the
28 provisions, in the public interest, as hereinafter enacted, a
29 matter of legislative determination.

1 Section 2. Section 77 of chapter 6of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 716 of the
3 acts of 1970, is hereby further amended by striking the
4 definition of “Handicapped person” and inserting in place
5 thereof the following definition:
6 “Handicapped person”, a disabled person whose temporary
7 or more permanent adjustment difficulties or attributes arising
8 from intellectual, sensory, emotional or physical factors,
9 cerebral dysfunctions, perceptual factors or other specific

10 learning disabilities or any combination thereof, constitute a
11 substantial handicap to employment.

1 Section 3. Said section 77 is hereby further amended by
2 striking the definition of “Vocational rehabilitation services”
3 and inserting in place thereof the following definition:
4 “Vocational rehabilitation services” and “Vocational train-
-5 ing services”, any goods and services which may render a
6 handicapped person fit to engage in a remunerative occupa-
-7 tion or in the occupation of homemaker, including:
8 1. Diagnostic and related services, including transportation,
9 required for the determination of eligibility for service and of

10 the nature and scope of the service to be provided; guidance
11 and placement services for handicapped individuals, the ac-
-12 quisition of small business enterprises or other equipment, and
13 initial stocks and supplies for small business enterprises con-
-14 ducted by handicapped persons under the supervision of the
15 commission;
16 2. Physical restoration services;
17 3. Educational services necessary to the attainment of a
18 high school diploma or its equivalent;
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19 4. Books and training materials;
20 5. Maintenance;
21 6. Tools, equipment, initial stocks and supplies, including
22 equipment, initial stocks and supplies for small business enter-
-23 prises;
24 7. Occupational licenses;
25 8. Training for handicapped individuals;
26 9. Services to the family of a handicapped individual when
27 such services are necessary towards the rehabilitation of such
28 individual; and
29 10. Any other goods and services which may render a
30 handicapped person fit to engage in a remunerative occupa-
-31 tion, or in the occupation of homemaker; and
32 11. Transportation services not included previously which
33 are necessary for the attainment of the goods or services as
34 definedby clauses two, three, four, five, eight and ten, above.

1 Section 4. Section 79 of said chapter 6, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 854 of the acts of 1965, is hereby further
3 amended by striking clause (g) and inserting in place thereof
4 the following clauses:
5 (g) it shall establish and operate a program of vocational
6 rehabilitation or vocational training for any handicapped
7 person who, except for such person’s age, would be otherwise
8 entitled to participate in any special educational program
9 authorized by chapter seventy-one B of the General Laws;

10 and
11 (h) it shall make an annual report to the general court
12 which shall include the number of residents of each city or
13 town who applied for vocational rehabilitation or training
14 services but who were determined to be ineligible for such
15 services and shall list the reasons for such determinations, a
16 copy of which shall be filed with the clerk of the house of
17 representatives on or before the first Wednesday in December.

1 Section 5. For the purposes of this act, the Massachusetts
2 rehabilitation commission, hereinafter called the commission,
3 shall conduct an educational and vocational evaluation for any
4 person having attained the age of twenty-one years and who
5 is referred to the commission for such evaluation as herein-
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6 after provided, notwithstanding that any such person may
have been or is then currently participating in a special educa-
tional program authorized by chapter seventy-one B of the
General Laws. Whenever an educational and vocational
evaluation demonstrates the presence of temporary or more
permanent adjustment difficulties or attributes arising from
intellectual, sensory, emotional or physical factors, cerebral
dysfunctions, perceptual factors or other specific learning
disabilities or any combination thereof, said commission shall
provide for such handicapped person’s vocational rehabilita-
tion services or vocational training services.
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17 Persons may be referred to the commission for an educa-

tional and vocational evaluation by the departments of cor-
rections, education, mental health, public health and public
welfare or by a school committee, or any medical practitioner
licensed under the provisions of chapter one hundred and
twelve of the General Laws.

18
19
20
21
22

Section 6. The programs of vocational rehabilitation or
vocational training services authorized by this act shall be
established and operated under the terms of contracts executed
between the commission and any rehabilitation facility, as
defined in section seventy-seven of chapter six of the General
Laws.
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