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By Mr. King, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 547) of John
G. King, Edward B. Newman and Theodore C. Speliotis for legislation
relative to admissions to state facilities. Human Services and Elderly
Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.
A

An Act relative to admissions to state facilities.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 14A of chapter 19 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 1210 of the acts of
3 1973, is hereby further amended by striking out the last sen-

-4 tence and inserting in place thereof the following sentence;
5 Such facilities or homes for aging persons shall be deemed to
6 be public medical institutions v/ithin the meaning of section
7 two of chapter one hundred and eighteen E. The commissioner
8 may designate a portion of a facility, operated as a single
9 service, as a separate facility for purposes of licensing, admis-

10 sion or compensation requiring such separate designation.
1 Section 2. Chapter 123 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 11 the following section:
3 Section 11A. Any person suffering from a degenerative con-
-4 dition rendering that person no longer capable of independent
5 living by reason of behavioral or psychological deficiencies,
6 may be admitted to a home or facility for the aging operated
7 or controlled by the department, and such admission shall not
8 require that the person be designated as mentally ill.
9 Any such patient shall be discharged upon application to

10 the director of the facility by the patient or his guardian or
11 conservator if such has been appointed. The person so ad-
-12 mitted shall be subject to the provisions of section four not-
13 withstanding the absence of a designation of mental illness.
14 Whenever an aging person has been placed in the care of a
15 conservator or guardian, after prior notice to the court of
16 jurisdiction the person shall be admitted to such facility.
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