
SENATE 669
By Mr, Atkins, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 669) of

Chester G. Atkins for legislation to make certain changes in the filing of
notices of intention to marry and certificates of marriage. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act to make certain changes in the filing of notices of
INTENTION TO MARRY AND CERTIFICATES OF MARRIAGE.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 207 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out Sections 19, 20, and 40, and inserting in place

thereof the following new sections:
4 Section 19. Persons intending to be joined in marriage in
5 the commonwealth shall, not less than three days before their
6 marriage, jointly cause notice of their intention to be filed in
7 the office of the clerk or registrar of any city or town in the
8 commonwealth, and pay the fee provided by clause (forty-two)
9 of section thirty-four of chapter two hundred and sixty-two.

10 In computing the three day period specified in this section and
11 in determining the third day referred to in section twenty-
-12 eight, Sundays and holidays shallbe counted.
13 Section 20. The clerk or registrar shall require written
14 notice of intention of marriage, on blanks furnished by the
15 commissioner of public health, containing such information
16 as is required by law and also a statement of absence of any
17 legal impediment to the marriage to be given before such
18 clerk or registrar under oath by both of the parties to the
19 intended marriage; provided, that if a registered physician
20 makes affidavit to the satisfaction of the clerk or registrar
21 that a party is unable, by reason of illness, to appear, such
22 notice may be given on behalf of such party, by his or her
23 parent or legal guardian, or, in case there is no parent or legal
24 guardian competent to act, by the physician certifying to the
25 illness, or by the other party. In case of persons, one or both
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26 of whom are in the armed forces, such notice may be given by
27 either party provided one is domiciled within the common-
-28 wealth. The oath to such notice shall be the truth of all the
29 statements contained therein whereof the party subscribing
30 the same could have knowledge, and may be given before the
31 clerk or registrar or before a regularly employed clerk in his
32 office designated by him in writing and made a matter of
33 record in the office. No fee shall be charged for administer-
34 ing such oath. In towns having an assistant clerk or registrar,
35 he may administer the oath.
36 Section Ifi. Every justice of the peace, minister, rabbi, secre-
37 tary of a Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is, leader of an
38 Ethical Culture Society, and clerk or keeper of the records
39 of a meeting wherein marriages among Friends of Quakers
40 are solemnized shall make and keep a record of each marriage
41 solemnized by him, or in such meeting, and of all facts relative
42 to the marriage required to be recorded by section one of
43 chapter forty-six. He shall also return each certificate issued
44 under section twenty-eight, no later than the tenth day of
45 the month following each month in which marriages are
46 solemnized by him, to the clerk or register who issued the
47 same. Each certificate and copy so returned shall contain a
48 statement giving the place and date of marriage, attested by
49 the signature of the person who solemnized the same or of
50 said secretary of a Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is or of
51 said leader of an Ethical Culture Society, or of said clerk or
52 keeper of the records of a Friends or Quaker meeting. The
53 person who solemnized the marriage shall add the title of the
54 office by virtue of which the marriage was solemnized, as
55 “justice of the peace”, “minister of the gospel”, “clergyman”,
56 “priest”, “rabbi”, authorized representative of a Spiritual
57 Assembly”, or “leader of an Ethical Culture Society”, and his
58 residence. All certificates or copies so returned shall be re-
59 corded by the clerk or registrar receiving them.


