
SENATE 684
By Mr. Aylmer, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 684) of

John F. Aylmer, Daniel F. Toomey, Samuel Rotondi and others for legis-
lation relative to the conditional release of sexually dangerous persons.
The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act relative to the conditional release of

SEXUALLY DANGEROUS PERSONS.

Be it emoted by the Senateand House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 9of chapter 123 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the second paragraph, as appearing
3 in section 1 of chapter 608 of the acts of 1966, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following paragraphs;
5 Notwithstanding any provisions of this section, any person
6 committed to the center, or a branch thereof, shall be entitled
7 to have a hearing for examination and discharge once in
8 every twelve months upon the filing of a written petition by
9 the committed person, his parents, spouse, issue, next of kin

10 or any friend. Said petition shall be filed in a superior court
11 for the district in which said person was committed, and the
12 court shall set a date for a speedy hearing.
13 A copy of said petition shall be sent within fourteen days
14 after the filing thereof to the district attorney for the district
15 where the original proceedings were commenced, and the dis-
-16 trict attorney for the district in which the crime in question
17 occurred, and to the parole board. The hearing shall be con-
-18 ducted in the same manner as is provided for in section 5
19 and 6.
20 In order to make a report to the court and above mentioned
21 authorities, as to the progress of cure of petitioner, an ad-
-22 visory panel shall be appointed by the department of mental
23 health. The panel shall consist of three qualified psychiatrists,
24 at least one of whom shall be certified in psychiatry by the
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25 American Board and that member shall be designated as
26 chairperson of the panel. Each panel member shall have full
27 access to all records and other information pertinent to the
28 issue of suitability for discharge or conditional release into
29 the general community. Each panel member shall examine
30 the patient and the panel shall submit a written report em-

-31 bodying their opinions and recommendations to said court,
32 to the above mentioned authorities and to the treatment cen-
-33 ter.
34 The Treatment Center shall also submit a report embody-
-35 ing its opinions and recommendations concerning suitability
36 of discharge or conditional release into the general com-
-37 munity. If a conditional release is recommended, the treat-
-38 ment center shall specify its recommended terms and condi-
-39 tions of said individuals conditional release. The report of the
40 treatment center shall be submitted to the appropriate
41 authorities and to the department of mental health panel. All
42 records and reports concerning the progress, diagnosis, exami-
-43 nations and recommendations made by the department of
44 mental health panel and the treatment center shall be avail-
-45 able to the parole board to assist them in their determinations
46 of parole.
47 Upon a finding by the court that such person is no longer
48 a sexually dangerous person, it shall order such person to be
49 discharged or conditionally released from the center. He shall
50 be released under such conditions, if any, as the court may
51 impose, including any treatment or reporting to any clinic
52 or outpatient department for physical or mental examination,
53 and he shall be subject to being placed under the jurisdiction
54 of a probation officer or such other agency or authority as is
55 deemed necessary.
56 The court may, however, refrain from entering a finding
57 as to whether said person is or is not still sexually dangerous,
58 and, if the court does so refrain, it shall conditionally release
59 such person from the treatment center as hereinafter pro-
-60 vided and it shall retain jurisdiction of the petition for the
61 purpose of entering such finding, upon motion of the common-
-62 wealth or petitioner. Any person released conditionally shall
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63 be subject to the jurisdiction of said court, until discharged
64 and such terms and conditions of release may be revised,
65 altered, amended, or revoked by the court at any time, and
66 such discharge shall not result until after due notice to the
67 treatment center and the district attorney in the county
68 where the commitment first originated from and the district
69 attorney in the county where the person resides, or will re-
-70 side, at the time of hearing and discharge.




