
SENATE 714
By Mr. John P. Burke, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 714)

of John P. Burke for legislation to make parents liable for the willful
damage of public property by their unemancipated children. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act making parents liable for the willful damage of
PROPERTY BY THEIR UNEMANCIPATED MINOR CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houseof Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows;

1 Section 58 of chapter 119 of the General Laws, as most re-
-2 cently amended by chapter 533 of the acts of 1976, is hereby
3 further amended by adding the following two paragraphs:
4 Parents of an unemancipated child under the age of seven-
-5 teen and over the age of seven whose child has willfully
6 damaged public property, shall be required to comply with a
7 court directive to repay the cost of repairing or replacing the
8 damaged property; or if the court so directs, they shall pay
9 a part of the cost of replacement or repair. The court may

10 direct payment in the form of public sendee work at a rate
11 determined by the court in the community which suffered
12 damage from said willful destruction which would be carried
13 out by a child of working age, by the parents or by both
14 parents and the child.
15 Parents who fail to comply with the determination of the
16 court or whose child does not live up to the requirements of
17 restitution set forth by the court shall be liable for a fine not
18 to exceed five thousand dollars. Should any unemancipated
19 child be a ward and/or under the guardianship of this Com-
-20 monwealth, said agency of the Commonwealth shall pay any
21 fine levied as if the responsible agency was indeed the parent.
22 Said agency shall pay said sums within 60 days of the levy
23 by the court. Should any unemancipated child be living with
24 a legal guardian other than the parents, said legal guardian
25 shall be held responsible by the court for ensuring compliance
26 by the child with the court directives.
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