
SENATE 759
By Mr. Lewis, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 759) of Arthur

Joseph Lewis, Jr., and James Michael Galvin for legislation relative to a
defense in a prosecution for possession of certain gambling devices. The
Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act relative to a defense in a prosecution for
POSSESSION OF CERTAIN GAMBLING DEVICES.

Be it eyiactedby the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section five (A) of chapter two hundred seventy-
-2 one of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after
3 the first paragraph the following three paragraphs:
4 It shall be a defense to any prosecution under this chapter
5 relating to slot machines as defined in section five (A), if the
6 defendant shows that the slot machine is an antique slot
7 machine and was not operated for gambling purposes while
8 in the defendant’s possession. For the purposes of this section,
9 a slot machine shall be conclusively presumed an antique slot

10 machine if it was manufactured at least thirty years prior
11 to either the arrest of the defendant, or seizure of the ma-
-12 chine(s).
13 Whenever the defense provided by the foregoing paragraph
14 is offered, no slot machine seized from any defendant shall be
15 destroyed or otherwise altered until after a final court determ-
-16 ination that such defense is not applicable. If the defense is
17 applicable, any such slot machine shall be returned forthwith
18 to the defendant.
19 It is the purpose of this section to protect the collection and

20 restoration of antique slot machines not presently utilized for
21 gambling purposes because of their aesthetic interest and
22 historical importance.

1 Section 2. This act shall take effect immediately upon its
2 passage.
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