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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

Resolutions urging self-imposedrestrictions on the press.

With due appreciation for the freedom of the press guaranteed
by the first amendment to the United States Constitution and
cognizant of the restrictions on this freedom resulting from the
laws on libel, sedition and obscenity, it is the sense of this legisla-
ture that there should be another but voluntary or self-imposed
restriction on this freedom under the heading of consumerism.

The freedom of the press is guaranteed partly because thereby
a correctly and accurately informed citizenry may make intelli-
gent decisions in electing public officials and voting on referenda.
If on payment of 25c or 75c to obtain information of value in
newspapers, this purpose is thwarted, the 25c or 75c is wasted and
consumers are defrauded.

Therefore, it is recommended that all columns of opinion and
advice, be labeled as such in a type size double that of the body
of the column.

Advocacy journalism whereby news is reported on a selective
basis in accordance with the desires of the newspaper’s publishers,
is to be discouraged. Where advocacy journalism is used, it should
be voluntarily so stated on the front page of each edition in large
type with the additional information that slanting of facts and
emphasis is the policy of the newspaper.

For non-advocacy journalism and impartial journalism, it is
recommended that all news stories on public officials and candi-
dates for public office and on controversial matters of public
interest shall have pro and con information in the same edition
with the same emphasis.
It is further recommended that mistatements of fact by com-

mission or omission, when brought to the attention of the pub-
lisher, be corrected in type of equal size and prominence.
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Let our motto for this commonwealth and its media resources
be the same as that of one of its oldest and more prestigious uni-
versities, namely, “veritas” or “truth”.


