
SENATE 1021
By Mr. Timilty, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1021) of

Joseph F. Timilty for legislation to create a state uniform code for indi-
vidual sewage disposal systems. Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act creating a state uniform code for individual
SEWAGE DISPOSAL SYSTEMS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 21A of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 adding after Section 13, as inserted by Section 79 of Chap-
-3 ter 706 of the Acts of 1975, the following new section:
4 Section H. The commissioner of the Department of En-
-5 vironmental Quality Engineering shall adopt, and may from
6 time to time amend, public health regulations to be known as
7 the uniform code for individual sewage systems, which may
8 provide penalties for violations thereof not exceeding five
9 hundred dollars for any one offence. Said code shall become

10 effective and have the force of law upon filing with the state
11 secretary or a such later date as may be specified by the
12 department. The code shall deal with matters affecting the
13 health and well-being of the public in the commonwealth and
14 shall contain substantive provisions in regard to location,
15 sewer construction, septic tanks, dosing tanks, disposal field
16 requirements, distribution boxes, seepage pits, privies and
17 chemical toilets, cesspools, percolation tests, and other re-

-18 quirements for control and disposal of sanitary sewage in
19 unsewered areas. The code shall contain a method of enforce-
-20 ment providing for hearings, variances, appeals, and penalties.
21 Nothing contained in the code shall be in conflict with any
22 general or special law.
23 Local boards of health shall enforce said code, but if any
24 such local boards fail after the lapse of a reasonable length
25 of time to enforce the same, the department may in like man-
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26 ner enforce said code against any violator. The superior court
27 shall have jurisdiction in equity to enforce the provisions of
28 said code and any actions brought to enforce said provisions
29 shall be advanced for speedy trial.


