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By Ms. Amick (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate,

No. 1039) of Thomas Short for legislation to authorize the Massachusetts
Criminal Justice Training Council to establish qualified training programs
as a prerequisite to appointment as a dog officer, except Suffolk County.
Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act authorizing the Massachusetts criminal justice

TRAINING COUNCIL TO ESTABLISH QUALIFIED TRAINING PROGRAMS
AS A PREREQUISITE TO APPOINTMENT AS DOG OFFICER EXCEPT
SUFFOLK COUNTY.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 140, chapter 147
2 or any other general law or special law to the contrary, chap-
-3 ter 140 of the general laws is hereby amended by striking out
4 section 151 and inserting in place thereof the following new
5 section:
6 Section 151. The mayor of each city and selectmen of each
7 town except Suffolk County shall designate one or more dog
8 officers, who shall exercise the powers of police officers to
9 serve warrants, other criminal processes and to arrest with-

10 out a warrant; and who must attend a training program
11 established by the Massachusetts criminal justice training
12 council. Except as hereinafter otherwise provided, if any city
13 or town shall fail to make such appointment, the county com-
-14 missioners shall appoint for such city or town.
15 The Massachusetts criminal justice training council may
16 also prescribe in-service courses of training for dog officers.
17 Notwithstanding the provisions of section 10 of chapter 147
18 of the General Laws or any other special or general laws, the
19 mayor or any city or selectmen of any town except Suffolk
20 County shall not enter into a contract with a charitable
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21 humane corporation to have it or its agents perform the
22 functions of a dog officer.
23 Notwithstanding any of the foregoing provisions of mayor
24 of a city or the selectmen of a town to determine that the
25 foregoing provisions have been complied with, dog officers
26 shall have authority through the counties in such cities and
27 towns for the purpose of mutual aid, and while in the perform-
-28 ance of their duties to assist dog officers in their respective
29 cities and towns when assistance is requested of them.


