
SENATE 1093

By Mr. McKenna, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1093) of
Denis L. McKenna for legislation to further regulate “private detectives”.
Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act further regulating “private detectives”.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 22 of chapter 147 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the definition of “Private Detective”
3 or “private investigator” and inserting in place thereof the
4 following definition: “Private Detective” or “private inves-
-5 tigator” a person engaged in business as a private detective
6 or private investigator, including any person who, for hire,
7 fee, reward or other consideration (1) uses a lie-detector for
8 the purpose of obtaining information with reference to the
9 conduct, integrity, efficiency, loyalty or activities of any per-

10 son or (2) engages in the business of making investigations
11 for the purpose of obtaining information with reference to
12 any of the following matters, whether or not other functions
13 or services are also performed for hire, fee, reward or other
14 consideration, or other persons are employed to assist in mak-
-15 ing such investigations or (3) with reference to any of the
16 following matters, poses as another while employed by a news-
-17 paper publishing company to obtain information and prepare
18 reports for publication, or who, while so employed, conducts
19 secret surveillance of a person from hidden vantage points
20 from a distance using cameras with telephoto lenses, or, at
21 night using television or other cameras specially adapted for
22 night time use:
23 (a) Crime or other acts committed or threatened against
24 the laws of government of the United States or any
25 state of the United States;
26 (b) The identity, habits, conduct, movements, whereabouts,
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27 affiliations, associations, transactions, reputation or
28 character of any person;
29 (c) Libels, fires, losses, accidents, or damage to, or loss or
30 theft of, real or personalproperty;theft of, real or personal property;
31 (d) Evidence to be used before any investigating commit-
-32 tee, board of award, or board of arbitration, or in the
33 trial of civil or criminal cases.


