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SENATE No. 1309
By Mr. McKinnon, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate. No. 1309)

of Allan R. McKinnon and Richard H. Demers for legislation to require
an estimate of state-mandated costs to local government. State Admin-
istration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act requiring an estimate of state-mandated costs
TO LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Gene'ral
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section lof chapter 29 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 29 of chapter 835 of the
3 acts of 1974, is hereby further amended by adding the follow-
-4 ing definition:
5 “Estimate of state-mandated costs”, as used in this chapter,
6 shall, unless the context otherwise requires, mean an assess-
-7 ment of any increased costs which a local agency would be
8 required to incur as the result of the passage of a proposed
9 bill.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 29 is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 3A the following section:
3 Section SB. Any officer having charge of any office, depart-
-4 ment, or undertaking which receives a periodic appropriation
5 from the commonwealth shall furnish in writing to the house
6 and senate committees on ways and means and to the com-
-7 missioner of administration, his estimate of the aggregate
8 cost to cities and towns of proposed legislation mandating or
9 affecting the activities of cities and towns in the operation of

10 programs which are or would be under his supervision.

11 Such cost estimates shall be provided for all bills increasing
12 or decreasing state revenues or the revenues of counties, cities
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and school districts, making state appropriations or increasing
or decreasing existing appropriations or the fiscal liability of
the state, or imposing functions or responsibilities on counties,
cities and school districts which will increase their expendi-
tures or fiscal liability.
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This estimate shall also be submitted not more than seven
days following the first reading of any such legislation to the
committee or committees to which the bill was referred, and
shall, if possible, include a reliable approximation in dollars
of the anticipated change in aggregate city and town revenue,
expenditures, or fiscal liability under the provisions of the
bill. It shall also include a statement as to the immediate
effect and, if determinable or reasonably foreseeable, the
long-range effect of the measure on the revenue, expenditures
or fiscal liability of the cities and towns.
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28 Before any such estimate is to be submitted by an officer

having charge of any office, department or undertaking within
any of the executive offices, established by chapters six A
and seven, it shall first be submitted to the secretary having
charge of such executive office, who shall review the same
and make such additions, deletions and modifications as he
deems appropriate. Each of said secretaries shall also furnish
to said committee, in writing, his estimate of the aggregate
cost of such proposed legislation to cities and towns.
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37 If, after careful investigation, it is determined that no

dollar estimate is possible, the estimate shall include a state-
ment to that effect, setting forth the reasons why no dollar
estimate can be given. All departments, as defined in section
one, are directed to cooperate in preparation of such estimates
provided for by this act.
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