
SENATE No. 1332
By Mr. Wetmore, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1332) of

Robert D. Wetmore and John W. Olver for legislation to authorize the
transfer of certain land and buildings at Belchertown State School from
the Department of Mental Health to the Department of Food and Agri-
culure for the purpose of promoting the establishment of a small farm
demonstration and training center. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act authorizing the transfer of certain land and build-
ings AT BELCHERTOWN STATE SCHOOL FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
MENTAL HEALTH TO THE DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND AGRICULTURE,
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PROMOTING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SMALL

FARM DEMONSTRATION AND TRAINING CENTER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter nine-
-2 accordance with section one of this act shall vest in the de-
-3 department of mental health shall transfer to the department
4 of food and agriculture the agricultural lands and woodlots
5 at Belchertown State School, and so much of the land and
6 buildings comprising the Belchertown State School as the
7 commissioner of mental health shall determine is not neces-
-8 sary for the purposes of the department of mental health.

1 Section 2. Title to the land and buildings transferred in
2 acordance with section one of this act shall vest in the de-
-3 partment of food and agriculture. Any person may make ap-
-4 plication for the use of such land and buildings to the divi-
-5 sion of agricultural land use of the department of food and
6 agriculture, which application shall contain such information
7 as the director of the division of agricultural land use may
8 from time to time prescribe but which shall, in any event,
9 contain a plan for the use of such land and buildings or part

10 thereof for a demonstration and training center for small
11 scale-farm operations. Any such land use plan shall comply
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12 with the provisions of this act and any regulations adopted
13 hereunder from time to time by the department of food and

14 agriculture. Such land use plan also shall be submitted by
15 the applicant to the Belchertown Review Committee, de-
-16 scribed in section three hereof, which committee shall review
17 such plan and submit its comments to the director of the divi-
-18 sion of agricultural land use. The director may select one or
19 more applicants whose land use plans have been approved by
20 the director and found to be consistent with the purposes of
21 this act, and the department of food and agriculture, acting
22 through the division of agricultural land use, may lease to any
23 such persons all or any portion of such land and buildings
24 upon such covenants, terms and conditions as the director
25 may deem desirable but which lease shall in any event obli-
-26 gate the lessee to maintain the land and buildings consistent
27 with this act, any regulations adopted hereunder and the land
28 use plan.

1 Section 3. There is hereby created the Belchertown Re-
-2 view Committee in the department of food and agriculture,
3 the members of which shall be the commissioner of food and
4 agriculture, the director of the division of agricultural land
5 use, the director of the cooperative extension service of the
6 University of Massachusetts, the dean of the college of food
7 and natural resources of the University of Massachusetts, the
8 dean of the Stockbridge school of agriculture of the Univer-
-9 sity of Massachusetts and the superintendent of Belchertown

10 state school. In addition to its duties set forth in section two
11 of this act, the committee shall meet from time to time with
12 any lessee to review the demonstration and training programs
13 being carried out by any such lessee and shall prepare and
14 submit to the department of food and agriculture an annual
15 report setting forth the activities being carried out by such
16 lessee and the committee’s recommendations with respect
17 thereto.

1 Section 4. The commissioner of the department of food
2 and agriculture shall adopt rules and regulations in accord3 ance with chapter thirty A to carry out the purposes of this4 act.


