
SENATE 1504

By Mr. Zarod, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1504) of
Stanley J. Zarod and the Massachusetts Farm Bureau, by James F. Slat-
tery, administrator, for legislation to provide for determination of per
acre value of forest land solely upon its use for the production of timber.
Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-nine.

An Act to provide for the determination of per acre value
OF FOREST LAND SOLELY UPON ITS USE FOR THE PRODUCTION OF
TIMBER.

Whereas, the deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
its purpose, which is to provide the means for the retention, in use,
of the rapidly dwindling acres of land dedicated to agriculture
and/or forest products production, thereby to improve the econ-
omy of the Commonwealth, reduce unemployment, reduce infla-
tion, and slow our loss of open space, therefore it is hereby de-
clared to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate pres-
ervation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Courtassembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 61 of the General Laws of the Com-
-2 monwealth is hereby amended by inserting therein the fol-
-3 lowing paragraph:
4 “Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Chapter of
5 the General Laws, and/or any other Chapters of the General
6 Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, neither the As-
-7 sessors of any city or town of the Commonwealth of Massa-
-8 chusetts nor the State Forester of the Commonwealth, shall
9 determine a value per acre of land, which is based upon its

10 possible potential use at industrial, business, commercial or
11 residential property, or upon any other use; of any forest
12 land which is adjacent to, contiguous, connected with, or
13 otherwise related to acreage classified as forest land under
14 the provisions of Chapter 61 by the State Forester; but the

utyp (Emmmmmpalth of UteaadjiißTtta



2 [Mar. 1979.SENATE —No. 1504.

15 assessors and/or State Forester must determine the per acre
16 value of such land base solely upon its use for the production
17 of timber.”

1 Section 2. This Act shall take effect as of July 31, 1975.


